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From our customers:
 We are happy advertisers at the Southside Sentinel! Chuck’s HVAC began adver-
tising when we opened our doors in February 2013. Wendy worked efficiently with us to 
help meet both our advertising and budget needs and continues to keep us updated on 
additional advertising opportunities. Chuck’s HVAC advertises weekly and is now in the 
same location each week. Our customers have told us that’s where they find us!

Chuck Brown
 ___________________________________________________

 What’s important to a small town business? Local customers. Everyone reads the 
Southside Sentinel from the first to the last page. An ad in the Sentinel attracts local cus-
tomers plus all the out of towners who regularly read the paper. Affordable, effective-all 
you could ask for from your advertising.

 Raynell Smith,
 Nauti Nells, Deltaville

___________________________________________________

 The Hartfield Volunteer Fire Department Thrift Store started advertising in the 
Southside Sentinel at the beginning this summer in the yard sales column. Its outreach to 
our community and surrounding areas has been very instrumental in the increase of our 
business. If you want to get “out of the box” give Hannah a call at 804.758.2328 and they 
will customize a creative new design just for your specific business need. Look for us in 
the Southside Sentinel. Our store is at the firehouse on Twiggs Ferry Road in downtown 
Hartfield. We are open Wednesday and Saturday 9am until 3pm. All proceeds go to the 
fire department.

Hartfield Volunteer Fire Department 
___________________________________________________

 Docks of the Bay has seen very tangible results from our advertisements in the 
Record and Sentinel, and it has been integral to our business’ growth and exposure in 
the community.  The ad process was efficient and easy thanks to the knowledgeable and 
responsive sales and design team.

Anthony Marchetti, 
Docks of the Bay
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Dear Advertiser:

 Thank you for considering the Southside Sentinel to help spread the word about your
business in the Middle Peninsula area. With a current circulation of over 2,918 papers each 
week, reaching an audience of over 6,711* readers, we are one of your most important market-
ing assets in this area.

 While many daily papers are experiencing a decline, survey after survey shows
that local weekly newspapers like ours remain the most trusted source of local news and adver-
tising in small town America. There are no local TV stations or trained journalists in any other
local media to do the job the Southside Sentinel does.

 A readership survey completed for the National Newspaper Association in 2017 by 
Susquehanna Polling and Research based in Harrisburg, PA, shows the local newspaper is an 
important part of people’s lives. Seventy-nine percent of the community newspaper respondents 
said they rely on it for local news and information. The local paper is also important for those 
who shop locally. Seventy-nine percent said they find their community paper valuable for local 
shopping and advertising information.
*An earlier survey shows that each community newspaper is shared among 2.3 family members or friends.

 Call Gloria today and let us put your advertising in front of an audience you
need, LOCAL citizens and landowners who buy and read the Southside Sentinel every week!

Sincerely,

Frederick A. Gaskins,
Publisher

P.S. You can expand your reach to include another 12,346 readers in Lancaster County and
adjacent areas of the Northern Neck by placing your advertisement jointly in the Sentinel and 
the Rappahannock Record in Kilmarnock. In addition, advertising space is available on our
website, SSentinel.com, in special interest supplements throughout the year, and in the The Riv-
ah Visitor’s Guide, published monthly May through October. Details and discounted combination 
rates can be found on the following pages.

ADVERTISING CONTACTS:
Gloria, ext. 104, gloria@ssentinel.com

Southside Sentinel
276 Virginia Street, p.o. box 549, Urbanna, Va 23175

Phone: (804) 758-2328  •  Fax: (804) 758-5896
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Retail Advertising Rates
Effective January 1, 2025
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SOUTHSIDE SENTINEL
276 Virginia Street
P. O. Box 549, Urbanna, Virginia 23175
(804) 758-2328; FAX (804) 758-5896
E-mail address: advertisingmanager@ssentinel.com
Website: www.SSentinel.com

1. PERSONNEL

Frederick A. and Elizabeth Lee C. Gaskins, Publishers 
Don Richeson, Editor (editor@ssentinel.com)
Joseph Gaskins, Production Manager (jgaskins@ssentinel.com)
Gloria Abbott, Advertising Manager (gloria@ssentinel.com)
Ge anie Longest, Accounts Manager (glongest@ssentinel.com)
Maria Hedetniemi-Martello, Circulation Manager (circulation@
ssentinel.com)

2. REPRESENTATIVES

Virginia Press Services
4860 Cox Road, Suite 150
Glen Allen, VA 23060
(804) 521-7570

American Newspaper Representatives Inc.
2075 W Big Beaver Rd.
Troy, MI 48084
1-800-550-7557

3. COMMISSIONS AND TERMS OF PAYMENT

The local retail rate is non-commissionable. National rates 
only are commissionable (see 4c). Terms: Net 30. Local retail 
rates apply to local retail and service establishments deal ing 
di rectly with consumers in our circulation area.

After 30 days a service charge of 1½% per month (18% per 
year) is added to unpaid accounts.

4. ADVERTISING RATES

a. Retail Advertising Rates (Non-Commissionable):
Open Rate (1–59 inches in one calendar month): 
$10.00 per col. inch

b. Monthly
Quantity rates per calendar month
(accounts must be paid within 30 days of billing to receive 
these quantity discounts):

Col. inches per month Col. inch rate
60–119 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $9.75
120–249 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $9.50
250-500 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $9.25
Over 500 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $9.00

c. National Advertising Rate (Commissionable): 
$11.75 per column inch (commissionable). 15% allowed to 
recog nized advertising agencies. Ads must be submitted elec-
tronically, preferably in the PDF format with all fonts embedded 
and photos downsampled to 200 dpi.
d. Special Tabloid
Special sections* appear in several issues throughout the year in 
tabloid form (see page 6). These appear in combination with the 
Rappahannock Record with additional free circulation. Quan tity 
discounts do not apply for these sections. No com missions.
Special section advertising rate...$19.00 per col. inch
    *Bay Heritage is printed on premium coated paper. Contact an ad-
vertising representative for sizes and 2024 rates for this special section.

e. The Rivah Visitor’s Guide 
A seasonal tabloid jointly published by the Rappahannock 
Record and the Southside Sentinel. An average of 17,000 
free copies are circulated in the Northern Neck and Middle 
Peninsula each month through restaurants, motels, gift shops, 
marinas and other retail outlets.
The Rivah Visitor’s Guide advertising rate.....$20.00 per col. inch

f. Preprint Rates
Up to 8 page tabloid or 4 page broadsheet, $70m (net)
12 page tabloid or 6 page broadsheet, $73m (net)
16 page tabloid or 8 page broadsheet, $76m (net) 
For each additional 4 tabloid pages or 2 broadsheet pages, add 
$3 (net) to the cpm.
The following frequency discounts are available on an annual 
con tract basis:
13 weeks per year . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 percent discount
26 weeks per year . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 percent discount
51 weeks per year . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18 percent discount
Please call for maximum/minimum sizes and shipping instructions.

g. Post It Notes and Section Front ads
Strip ads at the bottom of section fronts and Post It Notes 
applied on the front page are available. Call for prices.
h. Combination Rates
In combination with the weekly Rappahannock Record, Kilmar-
nock . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $9.00 col. inch, each paper.
i. Color Rates
Full color, ROP (net): Up to 30 col. inches, $70; 31-60 inches, 
$100; 61-90 inches, $135; 91-120 inches, $170; 121 inches 
or more, $200. 
Full color, ROP (net) in combination with the Rappahannock 
Record (fee applies to each paper): Up to 30 col. inches, $35; 
31-60 inches, $50; 61-90 inches, $67; 91-120 inches, $85; 121 
inches or more, $100.
5. SPECIAL SERVICES
a. Proofs will be delivered or emailed if requested, providing all 
copy has been submitted by noon Monday. Second proofs and 
all other ads will either be emailed or be avail able for proofing 
at the Southside Sentinel office.
b. Tearsheets, when requested, will be provided to any ad-
vertiser via email at no charge. The fee for paper tearsheets 
and/or certificates of publication to be mailed through the 
postal system is $6.00 per advertisement.
c. www.SSentinel.com includes selected items from the 
weekly paper and all of our classifieds and frequent updates 
when local breaking news happens.  It is also the portal for sub-
scribing to the replica e-Edition and archived copies of the Sentinel 
in pdf form. The e-Edition is available for $30.00 per year and 
may be viewed on computers, tablets and smart phones.
Online advertising is available. See page 11 for details.

6. SPECIAL SECTIONS
January 30..................Front Line (Honoring first responders)
February 27 ............... Bay HealthStyles
March 27 ................... Windows on the Bay (Home & Garden)
September 18 ............ Bay Heritage
November 6................Oyster Festival Preview
December 18 ............. Holiday Greetings
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Inquire about special interest pages during the year on subjects 
such as fishing, boating, festivals, graduation, etc. Most of these 
pages carry advertising at the regular retail advertising rate.

The Rivah Visitor’s Guide
Publication dates for 2025 are:

April 24, May 22, June 26, July 31, August 28,
October 2, November 20

7. ROP DEPTH REQUIREMENTS

a. Standard page: Minimum display advertisement: 1 col umn 
x 1 inch. Advertisements over 19 inches deep will be billed full 
column depth.

b. Tabloid page: Minimum display advertisement: 1 col umn x 
1 inch. Advertisements over 10 inches deep will be billed at full 
column depth.

8. COPY REGULATIONS 

a. We reserve the right to insert the word “advertisement” in any 
ads, especially all-copy ads which may be mistaken for news 
arti cles.
b. Liability for errors in advertisements shall not exceed the cost 
of the space occupied by the error. We will provide a correction 
letter if we have failed to correct errors clearly marked by the 
ad vertiser on return proofs. The newspaper must be advised of 
errors no later than 2 days after the ad is published.
c. All advertising accepted is subject to the approval of the pub-
lisher. We shall have the right to revise or reject in whole or in 
part any advertisement.
d. $60 per hour will be charged for any ad canceled after half or more 
has been produced and for substantial changes in proofs.
e. Every effort will be made to meet reasonable position requests. 
Priority is based on the quantity of space purchased. Failure to 
meet these requests will not constitute cause for ad justments, 
re fund or rerun.
f. Advertisements, articles or other materials copyrighted by the 
Southside Sentinel may not be reproduced in exact or substan-
tially similar form without the written permission of the publisher 
of the Southside Sentinel.

9. CLOSING TIMES (Deadlines)

Closing time for display ads is 10 a.m. Tuesday. For ads requiring 
proofs, large ads or ads with difficult composition, the deadline 
is noon Monday. For issues in weeks with a holiday, deadlines 
are one working day earlier.

10. MECHANICAL MEASUREMENTS

a. Printing method: Offset. PDF, TIFF or JPEG files are preferred. 
Color or black-and-white art and photos can be used in ads.

b. Electronic submissions: The preferred method of receiving 
advertisements is the Portable Document Format (PDF) with all 
fonts embedded and photos downsampled to 200 dpi. Please 
call for more details. To receive a copy of the detailed pre-press 
guidelines, contact an advertising representative.

c. Standard ROP page size (6 columns): Size of printed area: 
10.955 inches (wide) x 19.6 inches (deep).

Cols.     Inches Wide Cols.  Inches Wide
1........................ 1.7217”   4............ 7.2617”
2........................ 3.5683”  5...........  9.1083”

3........................ 5.415”  6.............10.955”

d. Double Truck (two facing pages across gutter): 22.91 inches 
wide x 19.6 inches deep. Billed as 13 columns wide.

e. Tabloid Size (special sections and The Rivah Visitor’s Guide). 
Column sizes remain the same and there are 5 columns per page. 
Printed area: 9.1083 inches (wide) x 10.95 inches (deep). 

11. SPECIAL CLASSIFICATIONS

a. Political Rate: Card rate as earned. Ads must be paid for 
in advance. Political ads must conform to all state and federal 
re quirements, including disclaimer statements.
b. Position Charges: Position cannot be purchased nor com-
mitted, but ads will be placed in best position to accom mo date 
requests. Priority is based on quantity of space pur chased.
c. Charity Rate: Civic clubs, churches, fire departments, public 
libraries and charitable groups consisting primarily of volunteers: 
$9.00 per column inch.
d. Business Directory: $9.00 per col. inch (8-week run); $8.00 
per col. inch (12-week run and over). The deadline for submis-
sion is 5 p.m. Friday.
e. Church Directory: Weekly listing of services and contact 
information. Up to 6 lines, $4; up to 12 lines, $6 per week.

12. CLASSIFIED RATES (net)

No refunds will be issued for classifieds ads.
a. Up to 25 words: First week $8, each additional week $7. 
13 week special $55. $.32 per word for ads over 25 words.
b. Joint rate with Rappahannock Record, Kilmarnock (fees 
apply at each paper): Up to 25 words: First week $7.50, each 
additional week $6.50. 13 week special $50. $.30 per word 
for ads over 25 words.
c. Custom classifieds (those with centered or blank lines, 
special type styles), Legals, Notices, Resolutions,
Memorials . . . $1.50 per line (9 line minimum).
d. Classifieds placed under the following classifications are 
payable in advance: Personal, Card of Thanks, Moving/Yard 
Sales, In Memoriam, Work Wanted.
e. Classified deadline: Noon Tuesdays. Order online 24/7 at 
www.ssentinel.com or email orders to classifieds@ssentinel.
com.
f. All classified advertisements are also included on our web 
site.
g. These add-ons are available: Photo $20/week; Banner 
$10/week; Bold $1/word; Border $10/week; Proof of Pub-
lication $6/week; Highlight $15/week; Underline $1/word; 
Uppercase $1/word.
13. CIRCULATION
The Southside Sentinel was established in 1896 and covers 
Mid dlesex County and the surrounding area in the Middle 
Penin sula of Virginia. Circulation: 3,625 every Thursday except 
the last week in December, when no paper is published. Cost: 
$1.00 single copy.
Subscription prices: $35 per year in the coun ties of Middlesex, 
King and Queen, Mathews, Gloucester, Essex and Lancaster. 
$43 per year elsewhere. $38 per year for part-time residents 
changing to a nonlocal address for more than three months. $33 
for students (mailed September through May). Add e-Edition 
access for $1 per month. e-Edition & archives only, $30 per year.
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per column inch rate: $10
(Quantity discounts are available)

Sample Ad Sizes 
Southside Sentinel

4 col. x 8”
7.2617” X 8”

$328 2 
co

l. 
x 

8”
3.

56
83

” x
 8

”
$1

64

6 col. x 20”

Full Page
10.955” x 19.6”

$1,230 6 col. x 10”

Half Page
10.955” x 10”

$615
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Sample Ad Sizes 
Southside Sentinel

2 col. x 4”
3.5683” X 4”

$82

3 col. x 8”
5.415” X 8”

$246

5 col. x 6”
1/4 Page
9.1083” x 6”

$307.50

1 col. x 3”
1.7217” X 3”

$30.75

2 col. x 2”
3.5683” X 2”

$41

3 col. x 3”
5.415” X 3”

$92.25

3 col. x 5”
5.415” X 5”

$153.75

2 
co

l. 
x 

10
”

3.
56

83
” X

 1
0”

$2
05



Expand your coverage
by advertising in both the Sentinel and 

the Rappahannock Record in Kilmarnock.

from Kilmarnock to Urbanna, from Deltaville to Reedville,from Kilmarnock to Urbanna, from Deltaville to Reedville,  
Lancaster, Middlesex, Northumberland counties & beyond!Lancaster, Middlesex, Northumberland counties & beyond!

Our special 
Combination Ad Rate

gives you an audience of over 6,711 
readers* in the Southside Sentinel, 
Urbanna,  and over 12,346 readers* 

in the Rappahannock Record, Kilmarnock.

PLUS: You save 13% when 
compared to open rates in each paper!

Sentinel: 804-758-2328
Ask for Gloria!

*National Newspaper Association survey
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by Jackie Nunnery

At 67 years old, the Robert 

O. 
Norris 

Jr. 
Memorial 

Bridge has been spanning 

the Rappahannock River for 

the lifetimes of many while 

nearing the end of its own 

useful life.Its 
nearly 

$400-million 

replacement 
is 

now 

included 
in 

the 
50-year 

Long-Term Plan approved 

by 
the 

Commonwealth 

Transportation 

Board. 

Preliminary work is under way 

by the Virginia Department of 

Transportation (VDOT) in 

preparation for construction to 

begin in 2036.
That preliminary work was 

outlined by Annette Adams, 

Traffic on Norris Bridge is reduced to one lane last month as 

crews use a giant swing arm contraption to check alongside 

and underneath the span to see if it is safe to use. Single 

lane closures and the resulting traffic backups are common 

on the bridge, which connects the Greys Point and White 

Stone areas.                                  (Photo by Don Richeson)

Replacing Norris Bridge

a decade-plus off; early

preparations under way

by Tom Chillemi
Bill Harris has 

been the Hartfield 

District 
supervisor 

on the Middlesex 

County Board of 

Supervisors for about 

100 days. In that time he has 

been learning about county 

government in several ways. 

“I’m very blessed to be with 

a group (the board of 

supervisors) who are 

all 100% dedicated 

to what is best for 

Middlesex.”Bill Harris was 

appointed 
unan-

imously by the board 

Dec. 5, 2023 after then-

Supervisor John Koontz 

Bill Harris reaches

100-day mark as MC

appointed supervisor
Bill Harris

(See Harris, Page A8)

(See Bridge, Page A8)

by Larry ChowningT he Middlesex County Board of 

Supervisors (MCBS) agreed on 

Tuesday, March 5, to further 

study the possibility of the county 

applying for grant funds through the Virginia 

Marine Resources Commission (VMRC) to 

remove derelict boats from county waters.

VMRC plans to award $3 million over 

the next two fiscal budget years to localities 

to help in the removal of derelict boats. 

According to Brian Miller of Deltaville, 

there are five derelict boats on Broad Creek 

alone that need removing.

Miller 
and 

Middlesex 
Economic 

Development Authority (EDA) Executive 

Director Trent Funkhouser encouraged the 

board to move forward on the possibility of 

applying for a grant.

County Administrator 
Matt 

Walker 

cautioned the board that he was not opposed 

to applying for grant funds so long as it does 

not “forever” obligate the county to be in the 

boat removal business.

County Attorney Heather Lewis stated that 

the code of Virginia specifies that derelict 

boats in state waters are regulated by VMRC. 

“By law, it is not our responsibility to remove 

those boats,” she said.

Funkhouser said that the grant program 

is designed to help expedite the removal of 

abandoned boats and that he does not think 

it is designed to shift responsibility over 

the long term from the state to the county. 

However, he agreed more research needs to 

be done to make sure that it is not a possibility.

There was also a question of whether or 

not a county ordinance is required, which 

“might” further create long-term obligations 

on Middlesex having to regulate the removal 

of derelict boats, said Walker.

“If we could stay away from an ordinance, 

we would be better off,” said Walker. 

“You (supervisors) do not want to take 

responsibility of this (removal of derelict 

This derelict vessel stuck to the bottom at Stampers Bay Landing on Piankatank River is one of the vessels the county may seek 

grant funds from the Virginia Marine Resources Commission to have removed.                                      (Photo by Larry Chowning)

Dilapidated vessels clog MC creeks;

removing them could set precedent

Derelict boats raise concerns

Derelict boats raise concerns

by Tom Chillemi

Tonight, Thursday, March 14, 

at 7 p.m., the Middlesex Planning 

Commission will conduct a public 

hearing on a proposed zoning 

ordinance 
amendment 

to 
add 

“Resort 
Manufactured 

Homes 

Community” 
(RMHC) 

as 
a 

subcategory to the existing Article 

13 for “Manufactured Homes.”

“It is important to consider that 

this application is for amending 

the ordinance and is not site or 

parcel specific at this time,” wrote 

Middlesex Planning Director David 

Kretz in his staff analysis.

In September 2023, Leonard H. 

Powell of Hyattsville, Md., a suburb 

of Washington, D.C., applied for 

an ordinance amendment request 

to allow, as a Special Exception 

Use, Manufactured Home Parks in 

Waterfront Commercial Districts. 

That request received a denial 

recommendation from the Middlesex 

Planning Commission. Powell then 

withdrew the application before it 

could go to the Middlesex Board of 

Supervisors, which is the only body 

that can grant zoning changes or 

special exceptions. 

Powell’s new request is to change 

the zoning ordinance. The planning 

commission can only make a 

recommendation on this proposal. 

Staff report
Kretz states in his report that, 

“Staff not only analyzed the request 

with respect to conformity with 

the Middlesex County Zoning 

Ordinance, but other localities 

ordinances were also researched 

to determine if a similar use 

would be allowed in a broad 

range of zoning districts. Most 

ordinances researched only allow 

Manufactured Housing (MH) to be 

placed within agricultural zoning 

districts. ‘Uniform regulations for 

manufactured housing,’ of the Code 

of Virginia, states that Manufactured 

Housing shall be permitted or allowed 

in agricultural or similar zoning 

districts. Currently, the Middlesex 

County Zoning Ordinance allows, 

as a permitted use, Manufactured 

Housing 
in 

(districts 
zoned) 

Research Husbandry, Agricultural, 

Low 
Density 

Rural 
and 

Manufactured Home Parks, which 

can only be established in a Low 

Density Rural zoning district. All 

of the aforementioned districts are 

considered agricultural districts. 

Manufactured Housing (MH) is 

not permitted, by right, or with 

Special Exception approval, in the 

Village Community, Residential, 

Cluster Development, Waterfront 

Commercial, General Business and 

Light Industrial zoning districts.” 

Allowing four manufactured homes per acre eyed for MC

by Larry Chowning

The Middlesex County School Board (MCSB) 

voted unanimously Monday at a school board 

meeting at St. Clare Walker Middle School to 

accept a $352,550 bid from Parsley’s Siteworks 

LLC of Saluda to build a paved parking lot on the 

field adjacent to Middlesex Elementary School 

(MES).The grass parking area now provides parking 

for MES and the upper ballfields at the Middlesex 

County Sports Complex.

Senior engineer of Bay Design Group, Ben 

Burton, said at the meeting that the MES parking 

lot will be paved and lined for 108 parking spaces. 

He noted that the bid was slightly lower than what 

Bay Design had estimated the cost would be.

 Burton recommended that the school board 

accept the bid because it was the lowest and a fair 

bid of the three bids received; the firm is located 

in Middlesex so the money is going back into 

the community; and Bay Design has experienced 

good results working with the firm on several 

previous jobs.
The parking lot job was held up for a while due 

to Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) 

issues. The report in the school board packet 

states that the project’s site plan, storm water 

management and erosion and sediment control 

plan have all been approved by DEQ.

School board 

OKs $352,550

parking lot at

elem. school

The grass parking lot to the right of Middlesex 

Elementary School (MES), above, will soon be 

paved over for a more permanent auxiliary 

parking area for MES and the nearby Middlesex 

County Sports Complex at Locust Hill. 

                                  (Photo by Larry Chowning)

(See Homes, Page A8)

(See Boats, Page A7)

(See Lot, Page A7)
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Sentinel office
is closed for
Memorial Day
The Southside Sentinel 
office in Urbanna will be 
closed on Monday, May 27, 
in observance of Memorial 
Day. The office will re-open 
at 9 a.m. Tuesday, May 28. 
All news and ad deadlines 
remain unchanged. The news 
and classified ad deadline 
is noon on Tuesday (earlier 
if possible), and the display 
ad deadline is 10 a.m. on 
Tuesday.

by Tom Chillemi   

Right now it would reportedly cost $82 
million to build a 17-mile forced main sewer 
pipeline from Saluda to Deltaville and on to 
an existing pipeline in Mathews County.

Only two construction bids to build the 
forced main were received by the Hampton 

Roads Sanitation District 
(HRSD) and both are almost 
twice the engineer’s estimate 
of $45 million, according to 
HRSD’s website.

Bridgeman Civil Inc. 
of Suffolk was the lower 
bid at $81.6 million. The 
only other bid was $81.9 

million from Garney Construction, which has 
multiple major projects under way nationally.

“Since the engineer’s estimate and the bids 
received are significantly different, HRSD 
is analyzing the bids received to determine 
HRSD’s best options,” wrote HRSD’s director 
of communications Leila Rice, responding 

to the Sentinel’s question. “We are also 
conducting a business case evaluation, the 
results of which will help us decide how to 
proceed with this project.”

Big picture
HRSD plans to run a 17-mile-long “forced 

main” line from Saluda to Deltaville and 
under the Piankatank River to connect to an 
existing sewer line on Route 198 in Mathews 
that flows to HRSD’s Yorktown plant for 
treatment and discharge into the York River. 
Once completed, HRSD’s treatment plants 
in Urbanna and Saluda will be dismantled 
and the wastewater will flow to Yorktown, 
about 40 miles away. HRSD has stated it 
is committed to building the forced main 
regardless of Middlesex County’s plan for 
collection systems.   

History
Five years ago the estimated cost for HRSD’s 

forced main in Middlesex was $30 million, 
according to a preliminary engineering report 

prepared   by Bowman Consulting Group of 
Williamsburg   for HRSD. Bowman’s report 
also estimated the cost for Middlesex County 
to build a “vacuum” wastewater collection 
system at $55 million. But that was in 2019.

Since then, the COVID-19 pandemic 
slowed construction activity that has now 
rebounded and interest rates have risen.

Low pressure systems
In 2020, the county formed a sewer study 

committee to look for alternative wastewater 
collection systems to HRSD’s required 
vacuum system, which is the most costly 
system. The committee recommended using 
low pressure systems, which require each 
customer to buy a pump and grinder. By 
shifting some of the construction cost to 
the customer, the cost went down to about 
$30 million — but inflation and increasing 
construction costs pushed the county’s 
collection systems estimate up to $41 million.   

The areas to be served include Saluda, 
Cooks Corner, Topping, Hartfield and 
Deltaville. HRSD has repeatedly stated that 
the locality, not HRSD, decides where sewer 
service is deployed.

Escalating construction costs have put 
sewer construction on hold in Middlesex. 
Earlier this year crews from Tidewater 
Utility Construction Inc. of Suffolk installed 
sewer lines that will connect to the Cooks 
Corner Office Complex and a planned 
24-unit apartment complex. 
                              (Photo by Tom Chillemi)

Middlesex sewer costs double 
Future of Saluda to Deltaville system uncertain

Inside
What are 
Middlesex’s 
sewer plans, 
A6.

Middlesex’s Ella Norris tosses a ball towards home to force out Mathews’ Abigail Collins in one of the Little 
League softball games offered at Deltaville Ballpark’s   Little League Day.                             (Photo by Stephen Blue)

Organizers: Deltaville Ballpark 
Little League Day a huge success

by Stephen Blue

D ozens of Little Leaguers from across Middlesex 
County and the surrounding   area participated 
in the eighth annual Little League Day at 
Deltaville Ballpark over Mother’s Day weekend. 

Eight Middlesex baseball and softball teams hosted a 
counterpart from a neighboring county in a series of games 

at the iconic, 77-year-old ballpark, the oldest all-wooden 
ballpark in Virginia. Divisions with children from ages 8 to 
14 participated, and besides a mist of rain on Friday, May 
10, the event could not have gone better, organizers said.

Fans from Middlesex, Essex, Northumberland, and 
Mathews packed the grandstands all day. The concession 
sales from the weekend raised more than $1,000 each day 
for both Middlesex Little League and Deltaville Ballpark.

The grand opening of the Marshall 
Community Pool in Taber Park is set 
for Saturday, May 25, at 11:30 a.m. 
The event will be conducted rain or 
shine.

The new pool is the culmination of 
years of planning.

Distinguished guests have been 

invited.
Town Councilor Larry Chowning 

will give a history of Taber Park.
Roy Kime, project manager, and 

former town zoning administrator, will 
explain, “How We Got Here.”

A representative of the Middlesex 
Family YMCA has been invited to 

speak.
After the ribbon cutting, special 

guests will be invited to take the first 
dip in the pool!

For information contact the town 
hall at 804-758-2613.

Taber Park is at 425 Bonner St. in 
Urbanna.

Marshall Community Pool opening slated for May 25

by Larry Chowning

The Middlesex County 
Board of Supervisors (MCBS) 
voted on Tuesday, May 7, to 
approve a $3.3 million contract 
with Norman Company Inc. of 
Mechanicville to restore the old 
Lewis B. Puller Center building 
at Cooks Corner to house the 
Middlesex County Sheriff’s 
Office (MCSO) and emergency 
service’s offices.

The board voted 
unanimously to approve the 
contract for $3.3 million and 
an additional $500,000 for 
technology, $125,000 for 
emergency services equipment, 
$25,000 for sheriff’s equipment 
and $300,000 for contingency.

The approval of the contract 
by the board authorized County 
Administrator Matt Walker 
and Supervisors Chairman 
Don Harris to sign the contract 
and to move forward with 
construction. The agreement 
calls for the final completion 
of work to be within 338 days 
from the agreed upon date of 
the commencement of work.

At the same meeting, the 
board met with R.T. Taylor 
of Davenport & Company 
Financial Advisors for 
discussion on how to move 
forward on best ways to finance 
the project.

“We feel extremely fortunate 
to have gotten the $3.3 million 
bid on this project,” said 
Walker. “We think we got 
a great price in this type of 
building environment.”

“We need to move ahead 
on this,” said Jamaica District 
Supervisor Wayne Jessie. “The 
building that we are using now 
is an embarrassment to the 
county and we need to move 
forward as quick as possible to 
get out of it and into the new 
building.”

by Larry Chowning

A $2 billion “False 
Claims Act” lawsuit alleging 
“figurehead fraud” against 
the Canadian seafood giant 
Cooke Inc. of St. John, New 
Brunswick, was unsealed 
in April in the United 
States District Court for the 
Southern District of New 
York in Manhattan.

The suit alleges Cooke 
Inc., Omega Protein, Alpha 
VesselCo. Holdings, Inc. and 
others, have been violating 
the American Fisheries Act 
(AFA) (1998) and Jones Act 
(1920) that allows only U.S. 
citizens to fish in U.S. waters.

The suit stems from an 
approximately $500 million 
purchase of Omega Protein 
of Reedville and all its assets 
in 2017 to Cooke Inc. The 
57-page suit was filed by 
the New York law firm of 
Holwell, Shuster & Goldberg 
LLO (HS&G). Attorney 
Brendon DeMay of HS&G is 
requesting a jury trial.

The plaintiffs, Chris 
Manthey and W. Benson 
Chiles, are suing “on 
behalf ” of the United States 

County OKs 
$3.3 million
revamp for
sheriff HQ

Lewis B. Puller Center

Suit alleges
Canada firm 
encroached
on U.S. areas 

(See Lawsuit, Page A6)
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HARGER FOOTBALL PREVIEW IN
SID

E THIS
  W

EEK!

by Larry Chowning

T
he 

Urbanna 
Oyste

r 
Festiv

al 

Foundatio
n (U

OFF) 
has 

named 

Deltav
ille

 father 
and son duo 

Randy and Stephen Blue grand 

marsh
als o

f th
e 2024 oyste

r fe
stiv

al.

“Randy and Stephen Blue embody the 

spirit
 of volunteerism

 that makes a sm
all 

community
 lik

e ours 
a better p

lace to
 liv

e,” 

said Oyste
r F

estiv
al C

hairm
an Jo

e Heyman.

 “They give so
 much of th

emselves w
ith

out 

fanfare and have had an im
pact o

n th
e entire

 

county th
at w

ill 
last w

ell i
nto th

e fu
ture,” he 

said.  
“The U

OFF is
 so

 proud to
 re

cognize 

these tw
o amazing people as U

rbanna Oyste
r 

Festiv
al g

rand m
arsh

als.”

Through 
the 

Deltav
ille

 
Community

 

Asso
ciatio

n (D
CA), R

andy and Stephen have 

spearheaded, a
long w

ith
 others, 

a $1 m
illi

on 

resto
ratio

n of th
e Deltav

ille
 Ballp

ark.

Randy has a
lso

 been a lo
ngtim

e su
pporte

r 

of the Middlesex County Sports
 Complex 

at L
ocust H

ill 
and a le

ader in
 th

e M
iddlesex 

County Littl
e League program, 

serving 

for y
ears 

on th
e lo

cal li
ttle

 le
ague board of 

dire
ctors a

nd umpirin
g games.

“When I 
go to the sports

 complex,” 

said Randy, 
“I park across 

the stre
et at the 

(M
iddlesex) E

lementary School and as I 
walk 

to th
e fieldhouse, I 

pass 
the so

ftb
all fi

eld and 

glance over to
 th

e 90-fo
ot b

aseball d
iamond, 

and play
ground.

 “When all a
re fu

ll o
f child

ren, fu
ll o

f h
ope, 

anticipatio
n and ju

st h
appy to

 be th
ere,” sa

id 

Randy, “
I g

et a se
nse of p

rid
e and fu

lfillm
ent 

that is
 diffi

cult t
o describ

e —
 not because I a

m 

responsib
le, b

ut b
ecause I’

m a sm
all p

art o
f 

a volunteer o
rganizatio

n (M
iddlesex C

ounty 

Sports
 Complex Committe

e) that provides 

such a se
rvice to

 th
e community.

”

Yuletid
e sp

irit

Stephen’s 
love of Chris

tm
as lig

hts 
has 

led to
 a countywide Chris

tm
as e

xtra
vaganza 

with
 his a

mazing Yuletid
e lig

htin
g disp

lay
 in

 

the sid
e yard of th

e M
ason Realty

 D
eltav

ille
 

Branch build
ing.

“I got the Chris
tm

as lig
ht bug when I 

was a
 child

 and we, as a
 fa

mily, w
ould driv

e 

to Richmond for a tacky lig
ht trip

,” said 

Stephen. “My mother would decorate the 

fro
nt o

f th
e house and I’d

 get th
e back of th

e 

house with
 my tacky lig

hts.

“Momma would make sure none of my 

lig
hts c

ould be se
en fro

m th
e fro

nt,” he sa
id. 

“When I 
grew up, I 

just 
contin

ued to
 enjoy 

puttin
g up C

hris
tm

as l
ights 

and th
at le

d to
 

the 182,000 lig
ht d

isp
lay

 th
at w

e do every 

year.”

Delta
ville

 Ballp
ark

The fa
ther a

nd so
n duo were m

ajor p
lay

ers 

in th
e re

vamping of th
e D

eltav
ille

 B
allp

ark. 

The nearly
 $1 m

illi
on re

novatio
n re

quire
d a 

$500,000 fu
ndraisin

g program and $500,000 

of 
in-kind 

donatio
ns 

fro
m 

numerous 

busin
esse

s a
nd people in

 th
e D

eltav
ille

 area, 

said Stephen.

“This 
should not be all 

about us,”
 said 

Randy. “
The community

 opened th
eir 

arm
s 

with
 so

 many volunteer hours a
nd they opened 

their w
alle

ts t
o m

ake th
e new ballp

ark come 

aliv
e. W

e liv
e in

 a wonderfu
l, c

arin
g county. 

“The 
DCA 

(D
eltav

ille
 

Community
 

Asso
ciatio

n) h
as p

roven that a sm
all v

olunteer 

group can provide asse
ts f

or it
s c

itiz
ens th

at 

are usually
 lim

ite
d to towns a

nd citie
s th

at are 

funded by taxes,”
 he sa

id.

“Tennis 
and pickleball c

ourts
, s

wim
ming 

pool, 
ballp

ark, 
railro

ad 
club 

annex, 

play
ground and over 

six
 acres 

are all 

developed, 
managed and maintained by 

volunteers 
with

 su
pport f

rom citiz
ens o

f th
e 

community.

 “No project is
 to

o big or a
ct is

 to
o sm

all 

when you partic
ipate,” said Randy. “Just 

pitc
h in

!”

The Urbanna Oyste
r 

Festiv
al 

in the 

Town of Urbanna is 
the largest 

volunteer-

run fe
stiv

al in
 th

e State of V
irg

inia and has 

raise
d m

illi
ons o

f d
olla

rs f
or lo

cal n
on-profit 

organizatio
ns i

n M
iddlesex C

ounty si
nce its

 

conceptio
n in

 1957.

“We know how im
porta

nt volunteeris
m 

is 
to sm

all 
communitie

s 
lik

e ours,”
 said 

Heyman. “
Randy and Stephen are w

hat w
e 

here at U
rbanna Oyste

r F
estiv

al are all a
bout.”

Deltav
ille

 father and son duo Stephen, le
ft, a

nd Randy Blue have been named grand marsh
als o

f th
e 2024 Urbanna Oyster Fe

stiv
al.    

     
     

     
     

     
     

     
     

     
     

     
     

     
     

     
     

     
     

     
     

     
     

     
     

     
     

     
     

     
     

     
     

     
 (Photo by Larry Chowning)

Deltaville’s Randy and Stephen Blue named 

grand marshals of Urbanna Oyster Festival

by Tom  C
hille

mi

Hartfi
eld Distr

ict Superviso
r Bill 

Harris
 had 

sev
eral questio

ns about the plan for how sew
er 

could be deployed in Deltav
ille

 and he aired those 

questio
ns d

urin
g M

iddlesex
 C

ounty su
perviso

rs’ 

Aug. 27 work sessio
n.    

“The wool is
 being pulled 

over o
ur ey

es,” sa
id Bill H

arris
.

Bill 
Harris

 w
as e

mployed fo
r  

more th
an 30 

years 
with th

e Ja
mes C

ity Service A
uthority

 fo
r 

water and sew
er utili

ties, 
including 20 years 

in 

administr
ation as t

he w
aste

water s
uperin

tendent.  

He has training in a variety of 

mechanical 
and technological 

fields. 
He was chosen by the 

board in December 
2023 to 

replace Jo
hn Koontz, w

ho moved 

fro
m the Hartfi

eld Distr
ict and 

could not re
main on the board.

Among 
Bill 

Harris
’ 

top 

concerns 
were that 

financial 

figures and estim
ates that are 

outdated, 
and he questio

ned 

sev
eral th

ings in
 th

e re
port b

y  T
im

mons G
roup 

given to the board on Aug. 6, 2024.

The county has p
artn

ered with Hampton Roads 

Sanitation Distr
ict (H

RSD) to
 insta

ll s
ew

er in
 areas 

of M
iddlesex

. H
RSD will o

nly operate a “vacuum” 

collection sy
ste

m, w
hich is 

expensiv
e to insta

ll. T
o 

reduce costs 
a county se

wer a
dviso

ry committe
e 

determ
ined th

at lo
w pressu

re sy
ste

ms w
ould sa

ve 

the county m
oney because th

e homeowner w
ould 

be required to buy and insta
ll a

 grin
der p

ump at a 

cost o
f over $5,000 each, not in

cluding insta
llation.

(Both HRSD and M
iddlesex

 have put th
e sew

er 

project on hold after bids for HRSD’s 17-m
ile 

main pipeline were 80% above estim
ated costs.

)

Grinder pumps

Bill 
Harris

 read aloud part 
of the Tim

mons 

report, 
“Typical o

peration and m
aintenance costs

 

for a low pressu
re syste

m is 
sig

nificantly less 

than a comparable grav
ity/lif

t st
ation or v

acuum 

syste
m.”

Bill 
Harris

 reacted, “
It s

ure is!
 The homeowner 

is 
taking care of a lot. With a vacuum syste

m 

HRSD will t
ake care of it

 for us. W
e wouldn’t h

ave 

to have th
e people on call a

nd we wouldn’t h
ave 

to have crew
s. H

RSD would handle it;
 but H

RSD 

is n
ot going to m

ess w
ith grin

der p
umps, t

hey are 

not going to take over th
e sy

ste
m. There’s a

 reason 

for th
at.”

Bill 
Harris

 said grin
der pumps are a good 

alternative in so
me places.

He noted that g
rin

der p
umps re

quire electric
ity

 

to operate and if 
the 70 gallon tank is 

nearly
 fu

ll 

before a power o
utage, th

ere could be problems 

because the tank cannot be emptied. Power outages 

were not addresse
d in the Tim

mons re
port. 

 “Has a
 

(home) g
enerator b

een siz
ed fo

r a one horse
power 

motor? Probably not.”

He also
 noted that w

aste
water le

ft i
n the tank for 

days w
ill 

turn se
ptic.  “

It’s
 going to

 sti
nk,” Harris

 

noted.

“Apples to
 apples”

Bill 
Harris

 said Tim
mons’ 

comparin
g James 

City C
ounty (J

CC) to
 th

e D
eltav

ille
 area is

 not 

Supervisor 

questio
ns

sewer w
ork

inform
atio

n

(See 
Sew

er, 
Page A

8)

Bill H
arris

by Larry Chowning

The Middlesex County Board of 

Superviso
rs 

(M
CBS) learned at its 

Aug. 6 meetin
g that an applicatio

n 

for 
dredging of 

Broad Creek in 

Deltav
ille

 is 
complete and is 

being 

rev
iew

ed by all r
equire

d agencies.

County Administr
ator M

att W
alker 

said at th
at m

eetin
g that it

 is 
“wait a

nd 

see” as t
o how lo

ng it 
will 

take fo
r 

the agencies t
o re

spond, w
hich w

ill 

determ
ine how long boaters w

ill 
have 

to wait f
or a

 cleaned out channel.

However, 
in the Sept. 

3 board 

packet re
port f

rom Curt S
mith

, deputy 

dire
ctor 

of 
the Middle Peninsula 

Planning 
Distr

ict 
Commiss

ion 

(M
PPDC) it

 st
ates t

hat “
it i

s h
oped 

that the V
irg

inia Marin
e Resources 

Commiss
ion (V

MRC) re
view

 will 
be 

completed in tim
e fo

r th
e perm

it t
o be 

on th
e agenda of th

e October V
MRC 

meetin
g w

here it 
will 

be consid
ered 

for a
pproval.”

He also
 sta

ted that U.S. Arm
y 

Corps of E
ngineers (

USACE) N
orfo

lk 

Distr
ict a

pproval is
 anticipated prio

r 

to the VMRC meetin
g in October. 

USACE approval 
deals 

prim
arily

 

with
 capacity

 of the county-owned 

dredge m
ateria

l si
te sit

uated between 

Broad and Ja
ckson creeks a

nd it 
has 

been determ
ined that the site

 will 

hold the materia
l 

capacity
 being 

dredged, S
mith

 sta
ted.

As background, the report 
also

 

sta
ted that county sta

ff 
has hire

d 

and worked with
 Seaw

ard Marin
e 

to develop desig
n specificatio

ns to 

be included in joint draft 
perm

it 

applicatio
ns to

 VMRC and USACE.

Effluent and sedim
ent samplin

g 

was 
perfo

rm
ed April 

20-21 and 

laboratory analyses w
ere completed 

by the end of May indicatin
g no 

contaminates 
were present 

above 

acceptable lev
els w

hich would im
pact 

dredging or d
redging m

ateria
l in

 th
e 

county-owned confined disp
osal area 

in Deltav
ille

.

Smith
 suggeste

d in his 
report, 

that in order to sta
y on tra

ck “for 

completio
n as soon as possi

ble,” it 

is a
dvisa

ble th
at th

e county consid
er 

how it 
would lik

e to
 proceed w

ith
 a 

phase two contra
ct for a dredging 

plan.

Smith
 also

 suggeste
d that 

the 

county apply for $336,000 in grant 

funds f
rom th

e Virg
inia D

epartm
ent 

of Conservatio
n Community

 Flood 

Preparedness 
Fund, to

 go towards th
e 

cost 
of d

redging, w
hich is

 av
ailable 

through th
e end of F

ebruary 2025.

Superviso
rs 

have approxim
ately 

$1 milli
on in the county’s 

dredge 

fund to
 use towards th

is p
roject.

MC officials unsure when Broad Creek will r
eceive dredging

Application complete; now being reviewed by various agencies
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The Rivah Visitor’s Guide serves Virginia’s Chesapeake Bay region including Essex, Gloucester, 
Lancaster, Mathews, Middlesex, Northumberland, Richmond, and Westmoreland counties and beyond. 

 

Your advertising message will be effectively targeted to a large number of readers.
 • up to 20,000 copies each month will be delivered to hundreds of newsstand locations and blue Rivah boxes! 
     Including:  Convenience stores, restaurants, gift shops, motels, supermarkets, marinas, etc. 
 • Readers can subscribe for free to view the e-Edition of our visitor’s guide on computers, tablets and phones from our 
     website: RivahGuide.com.

Locals, weekenders and visitors of all ages pick up The Rivah Visitor’s Guide each month to enjoy our creative and informa-
tive feature articles and keep it as a comprehensive resource for dining, events, attractions and services in the region. Don’t 
miss this opportunity to reach them!

A free guide to the Northern Neck and Middle 
Peninsula-from the Potomac to the York Rivers.

The perfect marketing tool for any business serving 
tourists, weekenders, and locals.

Each issue includes:
• Dining guide
• Restaurant reviews
• Community events calendar
• Attractions

• Museums and historic sites 
• Arts and music 
• Boating
• Fishing
• Golf

• Camping
• Lodging
• Family diversions
• Feature articles written by our           
   team of award winning journalists

Special discounts
The more you advertise, the more you save!

(10 column inch minimum)

• any two issues:     $19 per col. in.
• any three issues:  $18 per col. in.
• any four issues:    $17 per col. in.
• any five issues:     $16 per col. in.
• all six issues:           $15 per col. in.
• all seven issues:      $14 per col. in.

* Pick-up rate: For your same ad to run within 30 days in the South-
side Sentinel or Rappahannock Record:  $9 per col. in.

The Rivah Visitor’s Guide 

* Discounts and rates will be adjusted for ads that 
do not run in scheduled multiple issues.

       May:                  on stands April 24  ad deadline  April 11
       June:                      on stands May 22  ad deadline  May 9
       July:                       on stands June 26  ad deadline  June 13
      August:                on stands July 31  ad deadline  July 18 
      September:        on stands August 28      ad deadline  August 15
      Fall   on stands October 2  ad deadline  September 19
      Holiday  on stands November 20 ad deadline  November 7

2025 Publication Schedule
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More Rivah . . .
More Discounts!

Visitor’s GuideTH
E

vote 
nowat Rivahguide.com

Recreation rentals

Restoring a Bay beauty

Dining at Fiorello 

What to do in Montross

Places to go and things to 
Places to go and things to 

do in the Northern Neck 
do in the Northern Neck 

and Middle Peninsula
and Middle Peninsula

JUNE  2024 • FREEJUNE  2024 • FREE

Visitor’s Guide

TH
E

Places to go and things to 
Places to go and things to do in the Northern Neck 

do in the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsulaand Middle Peninsula

AUGUSTAUGUST  2024 • FREE  2024 • FREE

50 years of Market Days
Island hopping 
Dining at Big Oak Cafe 
What to do in Warsaw

New in 2025: 
Announcing an 

extra issue of the Rivah! 
Now enjoy a seventh issue 

added to the Rivah season. 
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per column inch rate: $20

Premium placement 
glossy advertising

Back page: Full page color/
glossy:  $1,630.50
Inside front page: Full page 
color/glossy:  $1,425.50
Inside back page: Full page 
color/glossy:  $1,310.50

Other glossy sizes may be available

Visitor’s Guide

TH
E The Rivah Visitor’s Guide

2025 Ad Sizes

Column Widths

One column:      1.7217
Two columns:    3.5683
Three columns: 5.415
Four columns:   7.2617
Five columns:    9.1083

Column Heights

            10.64
 7.875

 5.2

Color Rates

        up to 30”              $70
        more than 30”   $100

3.75
2.5
1.2

Full page
5 col. x 10.955

$1095.50 1/2 page
5 col. x 5.2
$520.00

3 col. x 5.2
$312.00

2 col. x 5.2

$208.00
4 x full

4 col. x 10.64

$851.20

3 x full
3 col. x 10.64

$638.40

2 x full
2 col. x 10.64

 
$425.60

Jr. page
4 col. x 7.875

$630.00

1 
co

l. 
x 

5.
2

$1
04

.0
0

3 col. x 2.5
$150.00

5 col. x 2.5 
$250.00

2 col. x 1.2

2 col. x 3.75
$150.00

2 col. x 2.5
$100.00

3 col. x 7.875

$472.50

2 col. x 2
$80.00

$48.00

Custom ad design included
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Windows On The Bay
Home and Garden

March 14 Advertising deadline
March 27 Publication date

Bay Heritage
People, places and traditions of the lower

Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula

September 5 Advertising deadline
September 18 Publication date

Oyster Festival
Urbanna Oyster Festival Preview

October 24 Advertising deadline
November 6 Publication date

Christmas Greetings
Holiday Greetings and Letters to Santa

December 15 Advertising deadline
December 18 Publication date

12 • Southside Sentinel Media Information Kit

2025 Supplements and Special Sections Deadlines

HealthStyles
BAY

A guide to healthy living in the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula     2023

Sound Baths • Eating with the Seasons • Train Your Brain • Walking • Turn Back the Clock

PEOPLE, PLACES AND TRADITIONS 
PEOPLE, PLACES AND TRADITIONS OF THE LOWER NORTHERN NECK 
OF THE LOWER NORTHERN NECK AND MIDDLE PENINSULA • 2024
AND MIDDLE PENINSULA • 2024

Home Improvement, Gardening and Real Estate

in the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula

wind   ws 
on the Bay 2024

2024 SUPPLEMENT TO THE SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS  pg. 10pg. 10

OYSTER FESTIVAL QUEEN
OYSTER FESTIVAL QUEEN  pg. 6pg. 6

SHUCKING CONTEST
SHUCKING CONTEST  pg. 8pg. 8

PARADE ROUTEPARADE ROUTE  pg. 10pg. 10

A salute to community volunteer first responders • 2024

Front Line
A salute to community 

first responders

Jan. 17 Advertising deadline
Jan. 30 Publication date

Bay HealthStyles
Health and Wellness

February 14 Advertising deadline
February 27 Publication date
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Advertising opportunities on our website, 
SSentinel.com

Leaderboard Ad: $300 per month
Appears on the home page and section index 
pages and is hard to miss at 728 pixels wide!

Medium Rectangle Ad: $100 per month

Pop-Up Ad: $100 per week

Appears on the home page and 
section index pages such as News, 
Sports, Community, Church, etc.

Appears on the home page.

Ad sizes and display options:

Leaderboard
728x100

Medium 
Rectangle

300x250

Discounts and important notes:

• Newspaper advertisers get online discounts.
• All advertisers should ask about combo rates.
• Prices include graphic design and layout.
• Ad samples shown here appear larger online.

SSentinel.com
We mean business.

Other digital advertising oportunities are available for 

RivahGuide.com and RRecord.com
View The Rivah Visitor’s Guide and Rappahannock Record media kits or contact an advertising representative for options and prices.



Front Page Sticky Notes:

Front Page or Section Front Banner:

Contact your ad rep for 
pricing and other details

 about banners and 
sticky notes.

804-758-2328
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 Vol. 129, No. 22 

Urbanna, Virginia 23175  • September 5, 2024 

Two Sections • $1

SSentinel.com

Serving Middlesex County and adjacent areas of the Middle Peninsula and Northern Neck since 1896

 MIDDLESEX HIGH SCHOOL CHARGER FOOTBALL PREVIEW INSIDE THIS  WEEK!

by Larry Chowning

The Urbanna Oyster Festival 

Foundation (UOFF) has named 

Deltaville father and son duo 

Randy and Stephen Blue grand 

marshals of the 2024 oyster festival.

“Randy and Stephen Blue embody the 

spirit of volunteerism that makes a small 

community like ours a better place to live,” 

said Oyster Festival Chairman Joe Heyman.

 “They give so much of themselves without 

fanfare and have had an impact on the entire 

county that will last well into the future,” he 

said.  “The UOFF is so proud to recognize 

these two amazing people as Urbanna Oyster 

Festival grand marshals.”

Through the Deltaville Community 

Association (DCA), Randy and Stephen have 

spearheaded, along with others, a $1 million 

restoration of the Deltaville Ballpark.

Randy has also been a longtime supporter 

of the Middlesex County Sports Complex 

at Locust Hill and a leader in the Middlesex 

County Little League program, serving 

for years on the local little league board of 

directors and umpiring games.

“When I go to the sports complex,” 

said Randy, “I park across the street at the 

(Middlesex) Elementary School and as I walk 

to the fieldhouse, I pass the softball field and 

glance over to the 90-foot baseball diamond, 

and playground.

 “When all are full of children, full of hope, 

anticipation and just happy to be there,” said 

Randy, “I get a sense of pride and fulfillment 

that is difficult to describe — not because I am 

responsible, but because I’m a small part of 

a volunteer organization (Middlesex County 

Sports Complex Committee) that provides 

such a service to the community.”

Yuletide spirit

Stephen’s love of Christmas lights has 

led to a countywide Christmas extravaganza 

with his amazing Yuletide lighting display in 

the side yard of the Mason Realty Deltaville 

Branch building.

“I got the Christmas light bug when I 

was a child and we, as a family, would drive 

to Richmond for a tacky light trip,” said 

Stephen. “My mother would decorate the 

front of the house and I’d get the back of the 

house with my tacky lights.

“Momma would make sure none of my 

lights could be seen from the front,” he said. 

“When I grew up, I just continued to enjoy 

putting up Christmas lights and that led to 

the 182,000 light display that we do every 

year.”

Deltaville Ballpark

The father and son duo were major players 

in the revamping of the Deltaville Ballpark. 

The nearly $1 million renovation required a 

$500,000 fundraising program and $500,000 

of in-kind donations from numerous 

businesses and people in the Deltaville area, 

said Stephen.

“This should not be all about us,” said 

Randy. “The community opened their arms 

with so many volunteer hours and they opened 

their wallets to make the new ballpark come 

alive. We live in a wonderful, caring county. 

“The DCA (Deltaville Community 

Association) has proven that a small volunteer 

group can provide assets for its citizens that 

are usually limited to towns and cities that are 

funded by taxes,” he said.

“Tennis and pickleball courts, swimming 

pool, ballpark, railroad club annex, 

playground and over six acres are all 

developed, managed and maintained by 

volunteers with support from citizens of the 

community.

 “No project is too big or act is too small 

when you participate,” said Randy. “Just 

pitch in!”

The Urbanna Oyster Festival in the 

Town of Urbanna is the largest volunteer-

run festival in the State of Virginia and has 

raised millions of dollars for local non-profit 

organizations in Middlesex County since its 

conception in 1957.

“We know how important volunteerism 

is to small communities like ours,” said 

Heyman. “Randy and Stephen are what we 

here at Urbanna Oyster Festival are all about.”

Deltaville father and son duo Stephen, left, and Randy Blue have been named grand marshals of the 2024 Urbanna Oyster Festival.    

                
                

                
                

                
                

                
                

                
                

      (Photo by Larry Chowning)

Deltaville’s Randy and Stephen Blue named 

grand marshals of Urbanna Oyster Festival

by Tom  Chillemi

Hartfield District Supervisor Bill Harris had 

several questions about the plan for how sewer 

could be deployed in Deltaville and he aired those 

questions during Middlesex County supervisors’ 

Aug. 27 work session.    “The wool is being pulled 

over our eyes,” said Bill Harris.

Bill Harris was employed for  more than 30 

years with the James City Service Authority for 

water and sewer utilities, including 20 years in 

administration as the wastewater superintendent.  

He has training in a variety of 

mechanical and technological 

fields. He was chosen by the 

board in December 2023 to 

replace John Koontz, who moved 

from the Hartfield District and 

could not remain on the board.

Among Bill Harris’ top 

concerns were that financial 

figures and estimates that are 

outdated, and he questioned 

several things in the report by  Timmons Group 

given to the board on Aug. 6, 2024.

The county has partnered with Hampton Roads 

Sanitation District (HRSD) to install sewer in areas 

of Middlesex. HRSD will only operate a “vacuum” 

collection system, which is expensive to install. To 

reduce costs a county sewer advisory committee 

determined that low pressure systems would save 

the county money because the homeowner would 

be required to buy and install a grinder pump at a 

cost of over $5,000 each, not including installation.

(Both HRSD and Middlesex have put the sewer 

project on hold after bids for HRSD’s 17-mile 

main pipeline were 80% above estimated costs.)

Grinder pumps

Bill Harris read aloud part of the Timmons 

report, “Typical operation and maintenance costs 

for a low pressure system is significantly less 

than a comparable gravity/lift station or vacuum 

system.”

Bill Harris reacted, “It sure is! The homeowner 

is taking care of a lot. With a vacuum system 

HRSD will take care of it for us. We wouldn’t have 

to have the people on call and we wouldn’t have 

to have crews. HRSD would handle it; but HRSD 

is not going to mess with grinder pumps, they are 

not going to take over the system. There’s a reason 

for that.”

Bill Harris said grinder pumps are a good 

alternative in some places.

He noted that grinder pumps require electricity 

to operate and if the 70 gallon tank is nearly full 

before a power outage, there could be problems 

because the tank cannot be emptied. Power outages 

were not addressed in the Timmons report.  “Has a 

(home) generator been sized for a one horsepower 

motor? Probably not.”

He also noted that wastewater left in the tank for 

days will turn septic.  “It’s going to stink,” Harris 

noted.

“Apples to apples”

Bill Harris said Timmons’ comparing James 

City County (JCC) to the Deltaville area is not 

Supervisor 

questions

sewer work

information

(See Sewer, Page A8)

Bill Harris

by Larry Chowning

The Middlesex County Board of 

Supervisors (MCBS) learned at its 

Aug. 6 meeting that an application 

for dredging of Broad Creek in 

Deltaville is complete and is being 

reviewed by all required agencies.

County Administrator Matt Walker 

said at that meeting that it is “wait and 

see” as to how long it will take for 

the agencies to respond, which will 

determine how long boaters will have 

to wait for a cleaned out channel.

However, in the Sept. 3 board 

packet report from Curt Smith, deputy 

director of the Middle Peninsula 

Planning District Commission 

(MPPDC) it states that “it is hoped 

that the Virginia Marine Resources 

Commission (VMRC) review will be 

completed in time for the permit to be 

on the agenda of the October VMRC 

meeting where it will be considered 

for approval.”

He also stated that U.S. Army 

Corps of Engineers (USACE) Norfolk 

District approval is anticipated prior 

to the VMRC meeting in October. 

USACE approval deals primarily 

with capacity of the county-owned 

dredge material site situated between 

Broad and Jackson creeks and it has 

been determined that the site will 

hold the material capacity being 

dredged, Smith stated.

As background, the report also 

stated that county staff has hired 

and worked with Seaward Marine 

to develop design specifications to 

be included in joint draft permit 

applications to VMRC and USACE.

Effluent and sediment sampling 

was performed April 20-21 and 

laboratory analyses were completed 

by the end of May indicating no 

contaminates were present above 

acceptable levels which would impact 

dredging or dredging material in the 

county-owned confined disposal area 

in Deltaville.

Smith suggested in his report, 

that in order to stay on track “for 

completion as soon as possible,” it 

is advisable that the county consider 

how it would like to proceed with a 

phase two contract for a dredging 

plan.
Smith also suggested that the 

county apply for $336,000 in grant 

funds from the Virginia Department 

of Conservation Community Flood 

Preparedness Fund, to go towards the 

cost of dredging, which is available 

through the end of February 2025.

Supervisors have approximately 

$1 million in the county’s dredge 

fund to use towards this project.

MC officials unsure when Broad Creek will receive dredging

Application complete; now being reviewed by various agencies

We go  
Beyond Banking
because helping a business grow  
helps the community thrive

chesbank.com
Member FDIC



Give us a call!
804-758-2328

Production Manager
Joe Gaskins ext 108

jgaskins@ssentinel.com

See any photos you like?
The Southside Sentinel can sell photographs that

 were taken by our photographers for $14.95 each.

When you purchase a photo, you’ll get a print version and a digital version.
The image is yours (for personal use only, non-commercial and non-profit use).

Go to www.ssentinel.com/contact-us/purchase-sentinel-photos/ 
to get started!

Can I have your card?
It’s no secret that nice-looking business cards 
are still one of the best ways to increase sales. 
Around 10 billion business cards are printed 

every year in the USA alone.  We can do better 
than that. Flyers, brochures, posters. All with 

competitive pricing. 

Call Joe for more info!
804-758-2328 ext 108

R. S. Bristow StoreUrbanna, VA

                                   Established 1876
  

“Home of Good Goods”

URBANNA UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

Fall
Bazaar

HOLIDAY WREATHS
BREADS

SCENTED ITEMS
CHILDREN’S HATS

HANDMADE CARDS
DIPS

BAKED GOODS 
JEWELRY 

URBANNA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Cross st. & Marston ave.

OCTOBER 15  •  9:00 UNTIL 2:00

8

Boat & Trailer SalesBottom Painting • Detailing • Winterization
Wally Bowler2635 General Puller Hwy.Saluda, VA 23149

Shop 804-758-8009Cell    804-815-1018buoy8boats@cox.net

R. S. Bristow Store

Phone: 804-758-2210Fax: 804-758-3366

Virginia & Cross Streets
P.O. Box 447Urbanna, VA 23175

Established 1876

“Home of
Good Goods”

Toby Gillie804.370.4825
toby@gillieboatworks.com

•Precision Structural and Marine Carpentry

•Fiberglass Fabrication and Design
•Restoration Specialists

www.gillieboatworks.com
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We Cover The Rivah Front!

Contact our advertising department today!

804-758-2328
gloria@ssentinel.com
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Steve Bassettconcert comingto Deltaville
Deltas fall toTrash Pandas,beat Havoc 

Walk in
the way ofthe light

 Vol. 129, No. 15 

Urbanna, Virginia 23175  • July 18, 2024 

Two Sections • $1

SSentinel.com
Serving Middlesex County and adjacent areas of the Middle Peninsula and Northern Neck since 1896

Flying its spinnaker, “Merriwether” (above) is chased by eventual overall winner “Afterthought” in the second annual Rescue 

Regatta to benefit the Middlesex County Volunteer Rescue Squad. Lindsey A. Jochets (below) placed the highest bid at the Rescue 

Regatta silent auction to fire a cannon on loan from the “Luna” of Colonial Seaport Foundation and John Collamore. Jochets pulls 

the trigger cord closing the regatta weekend with a bang.                                           (Photos by Stephen Blue and Bob Waldrop)
by Tina MennettA bout six weeks before 
the second annual 
Rescue Regatta, the 
D e l t av i l l e - b a s e d 

fundraiser had lost its wind. Online 

registrations were elusive for the 

dinner, dancing and the race set 

for July 12 and 13. Despite social 

media posts, text blasts, color ads, 

fliers, newsletters and walking the 

docks, there was little interest. 
Canceling this year’s regatta, 

benefitting the Middlesex 

County Volunteer Rescue Squad 

(MCVRS), would probably end 

the regatta for good.So much time, effort, and funds 

had already been invested. The 

Deltaville Maritime Museum had 

donated one of the best venues 

possible. The Fishing Bay Yacht 

Club again agreed to host the race 

itself donating, officiating and 

logistical expertise, along with 

“Mr. Roberts,” the committee 

boat.
Great talent had long been 

booked for the two evenings — 

The Michael Clark Band featuring 

Tracey Clark on vocals, and core 

band members of Ray Pittman and 

the Revival. Dave Rockafellow agreed to 

return as master of ceremony. Two 

guest speakers were booked to 

open and close the regatta, Carolyn 

Norton Schmalenberger and 

Randy Crittenden, respectively. 
The MCVRS Auxiliary and 

Smokin’ Joe Davenport had 

already planned the two nights 

of delicious dinners complete 

with neatly dressed serving and 

clean-up crews. There was a 

marvelous listing of 60 online 

auction items donated by so 

many local businesses. And of 

course, there were the sponsors, 

most notably Norton Yachts, Yazu 

Yachts, Stingray Harbour Yacht 

Club, and Deltaville Yachting 

Center, along with numerous other 

marinas and boatyards who made 

significant donations. “The worst,” one organizer 

Rescue Regatta Success
MC Volunteer Rescue Squad fundraiser starts off with a puff, ends with a bang

by Larry Chowning
A dog is most certainly man’s 

best friend and when he or she 
goes missing it is a family crisis.

Jennifer and Tommy Ganley 
of Laurel, Del., know all about 
that. The Ganleys visited 
Bethpage Camp-Resort near 
Urbanna with three children 
and one of their three Great 
Danes on June 15 when their 
dog, named Raven, went 
missing. The Ganleys said they 

aren’t sure how or why Raven 
got loose and went into hiding. 
Her disappearance sparked a 
community-wide search for the 
large black female Great Dane.

A local volunteer group of 
dog rescuers partnered with 
the Ganley family and others 
and on July 9 — after 24 days 
missing — Raven was finally 
reunited with her family.    

Raven was captured on “Stealth Cam” eating food that 

volunteers placed in the woods near Bethpage Camp-

Resort. The Great Dane roamed for 24 days before she was 

finally retrieved.                                             (Contributed)

A Great ReunionGreat Dane missing for three-plus weeks

from Bethpage finally reunites with family

by Larry Chowning    The Middlesex County 
Board of Supervisors 
(MCBS) learned Tuesday, 
July 9, that the county has 
been awarded a $130,000 
matching grant to purchase 
a new emergency generator 
for Middlesex Elementary 
School (MES).MES is Middlesex 

County’s 
designated 

emergency shelter location 

in the event of hurricanes 
or other natural disasters. 
The Virginia Department 
of Emergency Management 
(VDEM) announced on 
June 1 that Middlesex had 
been awarded $84,500 from 
the state’s “Shelter Upgrade 
Program.” The county’s share 
that goes towards the grant 
will be $45,500.“This program allows 

Emergency generator
valued at $130,000eyed for MC school

by Tom ChillemiThe Middlesex County Planning Commission 

has initiated a zoning ordinance amendment that 

would give the county more control over future 

campgrounds in Waterfront Commercial zones. 

Existing campgrounds would not be affected.

On July 11, the commission unanimously 

recommended the Middlesex Board of Supervisors 

approve the amendment that would give the planning 

commission and board of supervisors additional 

control over special conditions for future waterfront 

campgrounds, according to the staff report of David 

Kretz, Middlesex planning director.

The amendment would change future 

“Campgrounds” from a permitted use in Waterfront 

Commercial zones to a use that requires a Special 

Exception, which can only be granted by the board 

of supervisors.If approved the county would have the ability 

to require additional conditions over and above 

what a by-right use would allow with regard 

to campgrounds, Kretz said, adding that extra 

conditions could include things such as additional 

noise abatement, security, and traffic improvements.

“The only districts that currently allow 

campgrounds are Waterfront Commercial, and 

Low Density Rural,” states Kretz report to the 

commission. “Campgrounds currently are only 

allowed with Special Exception approval in Low 

Density Rural. If adopted, any existing or previously 

approved with vested rights Campground, would 

not be affected by this amendment and would be 

able to operate under the current regulations.”

The proposed amendment goes to the supervisors 

on Aug. 6 at 7 p.m. for a public hearing and 

consideration. The hearing will be in the Middlesex 

County Historic Courthouse, 865 General Puller 

Highway, Saluda.No one spoke for or against the proposal at the 

planning commission public hearing on July 11.

Waterfrontcamp areaswould needexception

by Larry ChowningVirginia’s Ocean Fleet Services and Ocean 

Harvesters filed a “motion to dismiss” a $2 billion 

lawsuit against seafood giant Cooke Inc. of New 

Brunswick, Canada, that claimed the firm violated 

U.S. foreign ownership laws with the acquisition in 

2017 of Omega Protein in Reedville.

The lawsuit, filed in July 2021 by plaintiffs W. 

Benson Chiles and Chris Manthey and unsealed April 

2024, alleges Cooke Inc., Omega Protein, Alpha 

Vessel Co. Holdings Inc., Ocean Fleet Services, Ocean 

Harvesters, etc., have been violating the American 

Fisheries Act (AFA) (1998) and Jones Act (1920) that 

allows only U.S. citizens to fish in U.S. waters.

The suit stems from an approximately $500 million 

purchase of Omega Protein of Reedville in 2017 by 

Cooke Inc. and alleges that part of the deal was an 

illegal arrangement that gave Cooke improper control 

of the company and the fishing vessels.  

Menhaden suitdismissal sought

(See Reunion, Page A3)

(See Menhaden, Page A6)

(See regatta, Page A3)

(See Generator, Page A6)
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