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Mas n Realty, Inc.

URBANNA CREEK – Beautiful, custom designed 3,100 sq. ft. home offering 2 primary suites, 
plus an additional bedroom and bonus room for office or hobby area! 3½ baths. Open design 
home, first floor bedroom, 2 car attached garage. Pier, boat lift, firepit. Basement also has a 
separate entrance. Pretty water views!  Walk or bike to town of Urbanna! Adjacent lot available 
for purchase.                NOW $799,000 (adjacent waterfront lot and house available for $939,000)
Zani Autry 804-512-8350  •  zani@masonrealty.com

URBANNA – Commercial Opportunity – Old build-
ing sold “as is”.  Lot has 56’ street frontage and 
approximately 200’ deep. Town water.  Adjoins 
restaurant property.  Zoned Village Community. 
Many possibilities!                         $105,000 
Eric Johnson 804-815-8374  •  eric@masonrealty.com

STURGEON CREEK – DELTAVILLE – Nice 1.29 acre 
waterfront lot on cove of Sturgeon Creek offering 
some views of the Rappahannock River.  Private 
neighborhood with protective covenants to be re-
corded with sale.                        NOW $160,000
Bill Kallam 804-832-1024 • bill@masonrealty.com

URBANNA CREEK – Urbanna Area - Picturesque water views from this well-appointed and maintained 
brick and vinyl Dutch Colonial.  4 bedrooms, 2 full baths, formal living & dining rooms.  Updated kitchen 
with open and bright breakfast/sitting area, separate den, three fireplaces.  Central heat/air. Attached 
garage.  All located on over 1.5 acres with frontage on Urbanna Creek and just out of Urbanna town 
limits.  Golf cart to stores, shops, marina and restaurants.                                                                    $595,000 
Eric Johnson 804-815-8374  •  eric@masonrealty.com

DAVENPORT COVE – White Stone – Build your dream home or river getaway!  5.26 acre wa-
terfront lot located just off Fleets Bay on protective cove. Conveniently located to White 
Stone, Kilmarnock and Irvington.  No HOA and mild deed restrictions.  3 bedroom septic con-
ventional letter on file. No flood insurance required.                                               $220,000 
Kelly Guess 804-758-2343  •  kelly@masonrealty.com

HARTFIELD – Piankatank Shores – 3 bedroom waterfront cottage on cove just off the Piankatank River.  
Central heat/air, storage shed, carport sized for boat storage, old dock in need of repair. Community 
water access to Piankatank River, pier, boat ramp, sand beach and rec area.            NOW $219,900
R.D. Johnson 804-815-8320  •  rd@masonrealty.com

TOWN OF URBANNA – Commercial Opportunity 
– 7,600 sq. ft. building in the heart of Urbanna.  
Remodeled in 2012, new plumbing, electrical 
and HVAC.  Original wood floors, tall ceilings, 
lots of character!  Many different uses possible.  
Town water/sewer. Off street parking. Great for 
owner occupant and others.               $495,000
Eric Johnson 804-815-8374 • eric@masonrealty.com

Urbanna 758-5372 | Saluda 758-2777 | Deltaville 776-9295 | www.masonrealty.com | 

Since 1957 — MASON REAL TY, INC. AND URBANNA OYSTER FESTIVAL 
CELEBR ATING OVER 60 YEARS TOGETHER

URBANNA – Nicely wooded homesite in Laurel 
Farms just outside the town of Urbanna.  Town 
water. Mild restrictions. Area of fine homes. 
1.32 acres                                     $49,900 
Eric Johnson 804-815-8374 • eric@masonrealty.com

URBANNA – Nice building lot in town of Urbanna. 
Water and sewer hook-up available.  Golf cart friend-
ly town, trash pick-up.  Water access with boat ramp 
at town marina. Walk to shopping, restaurants, 
town park, library and town marina.                $100,000
Craig Hall 804-815-8494 • craig@masonrealty.com

PIANKATANK SHORES – Hartfield – Recently re-
modeled 3 bedroom, 2 bath rancher on private 
wooded lot in waterfront community with ac-
cess to boat ramps, docks, picnic areas, beach, 
playground and the Piankatank River.  New 
septic.  24x26 detached 2 car garage.  Great 
get away or year-round home.          $229,000
Irvin Shackelford 804-815-8400 • irvin@masonrealty.com
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ON  THE COVER:
Aqua String Band

See Complete Listings: www.cysboat.com

DELTAVILLE 
YACHTING CENTER
& CHESAPEAKE YACHT SALES

Classic Integrity ~ Quality Service

Located on Broad Creek between the 
Rappahannock & Piankatank Rivers

Boatyard, slips & boatel storage

Catalina, True North, Carolina Classic, Albin & Mainship Specialists

Full Service Repair & Rebuild Shop 
Certified Technicians

ABYC • Cummins • Yanmar • Onan • Cruisair • Suzuki

18355 General Puller Hwy. • Deltaville, VA 23043

2023 Catalina 355
2023 Catalina 425

Coming Soon!

NEW 2023 True North 34 OE
On Site Now!

FEATURED BOATS FOR SALE

2018 Catalina  22’  $29,900
2014 Eastern 24’  $85,000
2005 Catalina  34’  $99,000
2000 Wellcraft  38’  $75,000

List your boat with CYS to get it sold!

804-776-9898 • www.DYCBoat.com • info@dycboat.com

Yacht Sales
New & Used

VIP
AREA

CRAFT BEER 

AREA

WINE

AREA

Oyster Shucking 
Contest

Festival Queen
& Spat Crowning

VIP
AREA

VIP
AREA

Firehouse
Field

AntiqueAuto Show

Scottish
Factor Store

Shuttles To
East Parking

FESTIVAL INFO CENTER

East Parking

FIRST AID
LOCATION

Oyster Shucking 
Contest

Oyster Shucking 
Contest

Oyster Shucking 

FIRST AID 
LOCATION

Sponsored by:

Sponsored by:

WATER TAXI

Art Show

Live Music

First Aid

Porta-Potties

Vendors

Fireman’s 
Parade Route
Festival
Parade Route

The Aqua String Band is 
expected to headline the 
2 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 5 
Urbanna Oyster Festival 
Parade. The band is known 
for its longtime participation 
in the annual Philadelphia 
Mummers New Year’s Day 
Parade. Its members dress in 
breathtaking, one-of-a-kind 
costumes and further wow 
onlookers using banjos, 
saxophones, accordions and 
percussion.

According to the group’s 
website, the band was 
organized in 1920. The name 
“Aqua” is a reflection on the 
life and times of the United 
States during the band’s 
birth. Latin for the word 
water, “Aqua” was chosen 
as an ironic reference to 
the then raging controversy 
over Prohibition – “aqua,” or 
water, being the only legal 
drink at the time.

The band travels 
extensively entertaining 
millions of viewers, parade 
goers, and concert attendees. 

For information, visit 
https://www.aquastringband.

An Aqua String Band 
member does his thing.
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by Tom Chillemi

W hen leaves 
change color 
and the air 
is crisp, it’s 

time for the Urbanna Oyster 
Festival — Virginia’s Official 
Oyster Festival!

The 65th Urbanna Oyster 
Festival is set for Friday 
and Saturday, Nov. 4 and 
5, and once again the event 
promises good times, 
delicious food, two parades, 
live music on three stages, 
historic buyboats, crowning 
of the Oyster Festival Queen 
and Little Miss Spat, the 
Virginia Oyster Shucking 
Contest and more. 

Oysters will be everywhere
This year, streets of 

Urbanna will again be lined 
with food vendors vying for 
the palates of thousands of 
visitors. Oysters, prepared 
with flair, will be everywhere 
— raw on the half shell, 
roasted, fried, warmed in 
stews and sandwiched as 
fritters. But, save room for 
dessert. How about a funnel 
cake, a festival favorite?

In addition, visitors can 
enjoy crab soup, crab bisque, 
seafood chowder, clams, crab 
cakes, shrimp, f ish, corn 
dogs, sausages, hamburgers, 
hot dogs, turkey legs, roast 
beef, kettle corn, roasted 

nuts, ice cream, cotton candy, 
snow cones, candy apples 
and many other goodies. 

As always, the Kiwanis 
Club of Middlesex will offer 
its raw and roasted oysters, 
the Woman’s Club will dip 
up its famous crab bisque 
and the Middlesex Lions 
Club returns this year with 
its mouth-watering oyster 
fritters.

Music, Lynx and Godspeed
After you’ve eaten your 

fill, take a rest at one of the 
three music stages for some 
continuous live music. 

Then stroll down to the 
Urbanna Town Marina at 
Upton’s Point to see and 
tour restored oyster buyboats 
and the schooner Lynx, a 
replica of an American 
privateer, and the tall ship 
Godspeed, a re-creation 
of one of the three ships 
(Susan Constant, Godspeed 
and Discovery) that in 1607 
transported America’s first 
permanent English colonists 
to Virginia. At the waterfront 

visitors can try the hands-
on oystering exhibits, touch 
tank ecosystem and enjoy the 
music and displays.

Queen competition
Walking will help work up 

an appetite. So, mosey back 
up town to Festival Village, 
get a snack. If it’s Friday, get 
a seat for the crowning of 
the Urbanna Oyster Festival 
Queen and Little Miss Spat 
at 4 p.m. inside the Urbanna 
firehouse. This year, the five 
Queen contestants and four 
Little Miss Spat contestants 
raised more than $12,100 
and contributed more than 
251 hours of community 
service.

Fireman’s Parade, dance
Stick around on Friday 

for the Fireman’s Parade at 7 
p.m. It’s just the first of two 
parades. The Fireman’s Dance 
featuring the top 40 sounds 
of the Janitors band follows 
Friday’s parade at 8 p.m. 

Again this year, antique 
and classic vehicles will be 
on display at the corner of 
Waverly and Virginia streets, 
across from the Urbanna 
firehouse, on Saturday, Nov. 
6, starting at 9 a.m. 

Shucking contests
On Saturday, the 

Virginia Oyster Shucking 
Championship is at 11 a.m. 
behind the f irehouse. If 
you’ve ever tried to open 
an oyster, you’ll marvel at 
the speed and dexterity as 
professional contestants 
shuck two dozen oysters 
in less than 3 minutes. 
You’ll also enjoy watching 
the amateurs wrestle with 
opening the tight bivalves.

Oyster Festival Parade
On Saturday at 2 p.m., 

the popular Urbanna Oyster 
Festival Parade with more 
than 50 entries winds its way 
through town on a route that 
bypasses the main part of 
Virginia Street.

Community Row, featuring 
local vendors, will be on one 
side of Virginia Street on the 
way to the waterfront.

Shuttles, water taxis
On Saturday only, six 

shuttles will transport senior 
and handicapped persons 
across the bridge to and from 
parking areas on the Rosegill 
(east) side of town. The 
shuttle runs from 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. The fee is $2 per person 
each way with proceeds 
benefiting the Middlesex 
Volunteer Fire Department 
of Urbanna.

You are also welcome to 
come by boat — two water 
taxis will be available both 
days. The harbor fare is $5 
per adult and $2 for age 
11 and younger; dock pick-
up is available on Urbanna 
Creek ($6 per adult or child) 
and at Robinson Creek 
Community Ramp ($10 per 
adult or child with a $30 
minimum). Scenic boat tours 
are also available for $20 
per hour ($60 minimum). 
For information, call Capt. 
Murray at 804-516-2026, 
Capt. Loftis at 804-366-1778 
or Capt. Tebow at 540-841-
2155. The use of the Upton’s 
Point Marina dinghy dock is 
also available.

Other entertainment
A variety of entertainment 

has been booked for the 
Urbanna Oyster Festival’s 
three stages and on the porch 
of the James Mills Scottish 
Factor Store on both Friday 
and Saturday. See pages 
12-13 for a full entertainment 
schedule.

The festival runs from 10 
a.m.-midnight on Friday and 

9 a.m.-5 p.m. on Saturday.

Parking
Official Oyster Festival 

parking prices on both sides 
of town will be $20 on Friday 
and Saturday. A portion 
of the parking fees offset 
Oyster Festival expenses 
and contribute to Urbanna 
Oyster Festival Foundation 
programs and its promotion 
of the festival. Since 1991, 
the foundation has sponsored 
the festival.

There are a number of 
smaller parking lots in town 
that will be available Friday 
and until 9 a.m. on Saturday. 

Vehicles will be restricted 
from entering or leaving 
town between 6-8 p.m. on 
Friday.

Cars parked in town on 
Saturday will not be able 
to leave until the roads are 
re-opened at about 8 p.m.

Handicapped parking is 
on the west side of town 
and will be at the corner of 
Virginia Street and Red Hill 
Drive. It is operated by the 
K-9 Alert Search and Rescue 
Dogs, which benefits from 
the parking fees. Follow the 
signs.

Come early, stay late and 
wear walking shoes, because 
there’s lots to see, hear and do 
at the Oyster Festival. It’s all 
happening only in Urbanna, 
as it has since 1957. 

For information, visit 
www.urbannaoysterfestival.

com.

Welcome to the 65th Urbanna Oyster Festival

BUILDERS • RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

WE SPECIALIZE IN:
Carpet • Vinyl • Area Rugs • Hardwood
Luxury Vinyl Tile • Custom Rug Binding

Ceramic Tile • Laminate • VCT • Area Rug Cleaning

Serving the Middle Penninsula &
Northern Neck for over 30 years.

10860 Gen. Puller Hwy., Hartfield
804-776-6611

www.mill-end.com

“Miss Oyster” waves to admirers at last year’s Urbanna 
Oyster Festival.                         (Photo by Don Richeson)



Buying or Selling? Call us today! We are here to 
assist you with all your Real Estate needs.

Joanie’s Cottage
Walkable to everything. Enjoy sitting on the outside rear 
patio listening to the birds. Very peaceful setting, We offer 
high speed internet at all of our properties.

Go to airbnb to book your stay with us.

Rivah Tyme
Relax and kick back in this special spot. Walk to shops and 
restaurants. Marina close by. Lots of character and charm. 
Come experience Urbanna, VA and make many memories! 

Go to airbnb to book your stay with us.

Tom’s Nest
Downtown Urbanna. Named in memory of my dad, “Tom,” 
who raced boats here in the ‘60s. Just steps away to shops, 
grocery store, restaurants and more.

Go to airbnb to book your stay with us.

Come to Urbanna and 
take in all it has to offer!

804-577-7773
RIVAHPROPERTIES.COM

PRICE PROPERTIES IS A SMALL TEAM WITH BIG ENERGY!
FULL SERVICE REAL ESTATE FIRM • LOCAL MARKET EXPERTS

PROVIDING EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE TO
OUR CLIENTS FOR OVER 19 YEARS.

Debbie Price-Jolly
(540) 272-3633

Your Boutique Real Estate Firm
Serving Middle Peninsula and Northern Neck
“RIVAH LIFE - We Live it, Know it, Love it!”

121 Cross Street
Urbanna, VA 23175

32 N. Main Street 
Kilmarnock, VA 22482
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The 2022 Urbanna Oyster 
Festival (UOF) Queen and 
Little Miss Spat will be 
crowned Friday, Nov. 4, at 
4 p.m. inside the Middlesex 
Volunteer Fire Department 
station (the Urbanna firehouse) 
at 335 Virginia St. This year, 
the five Queen contestants and 
six Little Miss Spat contestants 
raised more than $12,100 and 
contributed more than 251 
hours of community service.

As the Oyster Festival has 
evolved over the years, so has 
the selection of the Queen and 
Little Miss Spat (a spat is a 
baby oyster). What was once 
a beauty pageant is now a 
scholarship-based competition 
for the Queens. The Queen 
contestants must be high 
school seniors and residents 
of Middlesex County. Each 
Queen contestant mentors a 
first grade contestant as her 
Little Miss Spat. 

The Queen and Little Miss 
Spat competition starts early 
in the spring and extends until 
the crowning. The 2022 Queen 
contestants and their Little 
Miss Spat contestants include: 

• Sara Hale and Piper Gill.
• Courtney Harrow and 

Kayleigh Carias.
• Makayla Seamster and 

Julianna Gobush.
• Abigail Smiley and Lucy 

Myers and Olivia Payne. 
(Abigail has two Spats because 
a Queen contestant dropped 
out).

• Grace Wynberry and 
Finley Welch.

The Queen contestants are 
judged in five areas: 

• Individual community 
service project.

• Individual judges’ 
interview.

• Academic achievement.
• A spontaneously written 

response to a random question.
• Overall participation in 

the competition.
The Little Miss Spat 

contestants are judged 
separately from the Queens in 
the following areas:

• Participation at an ice 
cream social and a tea party.

• Individual judges’ 
interview.

• Overall participation.
The foundation of this 

competition is character 
building and community 
service. Each Queen contestant 
must volunteer a minimum of 
25 hours benefiting Middlesex 
County. This year’s Queen 
and Spat contestants have 
volunteered well more than 
the required time, completing 
over 251 hours and donating 
more than $12,100 for the 

betterment of this community.
Scholarships for the 

Queen contestants have 
been made possible by the 
generosity of local businesses. 
UOF Queen competition 
sponsors include:

• Unique Golf Carts.
• Bethpage Camp-Resort.
• C&F Bank.
• Carroll Heating and 

Plumbing.
• Faulkner Funeral Homes-

Bristow-Faulkner 
Chapel-Saluda.

• Grey’s Point Camp.
• J&W Seafood
• Dr. C. Ben Lennon DDS.
• Price Properties.
• Primis Bank.
• River Wood Works.
• Riverside Walter Reed 

Hospital.
• Rosegill Development 

LLC.
• Jason and Emilie Rowe.

• Ryman’s A/C & Heating.
• Thurston Properties.
• Thurston Spring Service.
• Towne Insurance.
UOF sponsors for the Little 

Miss Spat competition include:
• Massey Urbanna Builders 

Supply.
• River Birch Nursery.

For info on scholarship 
sponsor opportunities, 
email wendyhopeburch@
gmail.com.

Five high school seniors seek title 
of Urbanna Oyster Festival Queen

Sara Hale and Piper Gill Courtney Harrow and Kayleigh Carias Makayla Seamster and  Julianna Gobush

Abigail Smiley and Lucy Myers and 
Olivia Payne (Abigail has two Spats 

because a Queen hopeful dropped out) Grace Wynberry and Finley Welch
Madysen Davis and  Emalynn Norwood 

(2021 winners)
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SOUTHERN

LANDSCAPING &

CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Class A Licensed • Insured • License #2701 034192 • References

P.O. Box 275, Rt. 33 & 14, Shacklefords, VA 23156

Complete Residential & Commercial Services

• Design & Installation

• Rain Bird & Toro Irrigation

• Sod & Seeding

• Mulch, Topsoil, Stone

• Landscape Renovation

• Contract Landscape Maintenance

• Grading, Hauling, Backhoe

• Decks, Fences, Patios, Driveways

• Marine Construction, Rip Rap, Bulkhead

• Office/Home Improvements

• Retainer Walls • Custom Building

• Erosion Control/Drainage Systems

(804) 785-4242
(800) 529-6426
(804) 785-4242
(800) 529-6426
(804) 785-4242
(800) 529-6426

303 Queen St. Suite D.
Tappahannock, VA 22560

(Behind NN Burger)
(804) 925-6600 • www.designsbyfitz.com

The area’s premier  
Kitchen and Bath Showroom

 Mon-Fri 9am-2pm  •  After hours by appointment

“Take a taste of
Oyster Festival

Home with you”

OYSTERS
SHELL AND SHUCKED

Fall Hours
Wednesday - Saturday

8 a.m. - 6 p.m.

16552 General Puller Hwy. • Deltaville • 776-9740

“Take a taste of 
Oyster Festival 

Home with you”

OYSTERS
SHELL • SHUCKED • ROCKEFELLER

Fall Hours:
Monday –  Saturday

7 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Closed Sunday

16552 General Puller Hwy. • Deltavil le • 776-9740

“Take a taste of 
Oyster Festival 
Home with you”

OYSTERS
SHELL • SHUCKED • ROCKEFELLER

Fall Hours:
Monday –  Saturday

7 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Closed Sunday

16552 General Puller Hwy. • Deltaville • 776-9740

1966 – Marie Barrett
1967 – Karen Strickland 
1968 – Emma Jean Williams 
1969 – Gwendolyn Major 
1970 – Stacey Green
1971 – Linda Linthicum
1972 – Janna Fuccella 
1973 – Stephanie Brill 
1974 – Wendy Burch
1975 – Cathy Kirby
1976 – Allison Hight
1977 – Carrie Randall
1978 - Margaret 
Montgomery
1979 – Wendy Coulson
1980 – Jennifer Jenkins
1981 – Kate Gaskins
1982 – Farrah Schultz
1983 – Brooke Ailsworth
1984 – McKann Folliard 

1985 – Catherine Woodard
1986 – Shannon Russell
1987 – Lisa Boone
1988 – Heather Wilson
1989 – Jennifer Reardon
1990 – Sharon Carole White 
1991 – Jamie Mears
1992 – Blair Rainier
1993 – Patricia Tanksley
1994 – Kimberly Hayes
1995 – Abby Rose Cosimini
1996 – Elly Montague
1997 – Kristin Jessie
1998 – Maggie Hall
1999 – Christine Rodgers
2000 – Allison Crittenden
2001 – Sarah Grace Hurley
2002 – Sarah Goodrich
2003 – Lauren Bleeker
2004 – Maggie Bull

2005 – Hailey Walton
2006 – Emilie Smith
2007 – Sarah Walton
2008 – Hope Britton
2009 – Katie Brooke
2010 – Emma Fairheart
2011 – Abigail Smiley
2012 – Bailey Fairheart
2013 – Anna Carey
2014 – Kallie Robins
2015 – Rori Stuart
2016 – Hannah Lambert
2017 – Bailey Pullman
2018 – Nadya Crader
2019 – Adalyn Parsley
2020 – Caroline Ward
2021 – Emalynn Norwood

1960 – Jean Stone 
1961 – Tommy Lou Cusimano
1962 – Mary Kay Mercer 
1963 – Chalie Pierce 
1964 – Sandra Ward
1965 – Frances Marie Hall 
1966 – Barbara Davis
1967 – Julie Marshall
1967 – Joyce Bowen
1968 – Patrice Thrift
1969 – Sheila Moore
1970 – Debra Marshall
1971 – Susan Harrow 
1972 – Sandra Hogge

1973 – Carolyn Norton
1974 – Sharon Harrow
1975 – Susan Crittenden
1976 – Kathy Redmon
1977 – Shannon Warren
1978 – Leslie Pugh
1979 – Diana Durham
1980 – Tammy Jackson
1981 – Michele Mankowski
1982 – Tara Fuccella
1983 – Sandra Brahn
1984 – Noele Mankowski 
1985 – Kelly McMurtrie
1986 – Sara Townsend

1987 – Gloria Mercer
1988 – Lisa Handley 
1989 – Connie Wright 
1990 – Stephanie Henley
1991 – Genessa Dail
1992 – Tammy Lynn Jackson
1993 – Jennifer Wright 
1994 – Addie Rowlson-Hall 
1995 – Katie Rothery 
1996 – Jenny Walters
1997 – LaNae Briggs
1998 – Crystle Felthouse
1999 – Hannah Chowning
2000 – Ashley Rowe 

2001 – Kelly Proctor
2002 – Casey Haynes
2003 – Lily Smith
2004 – Brittany Jones
2005 – Charlee Eades
2006 – Kenleighe Longest 
2007 – Maggie Ballantyne
2008 – Ashley Figg
2009 – Kendall McNamee
2010 – Lauren Figg
2011 – Allison Crittenden

2012 – Allison Payne
2013 – Leigh Harrow
2014 – Angel Abbott
2015 – Austen-Taylor Dozier
2016 – Hailey Walton
2017 – Haley Revere
2018 – Elizabeth Wilding
2019 – Marissa Halbig
2020 – Katie Brooke
2021 – Madysen Davis

Urbanna Oyster Festival Queens from yesteryear listed

Past Little Miss Spats named
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Oyster Shucking Contest is at the firehouse

Urbanna Oyster Festival
2022 Oyster Shucking Competition

SPONSORED BY

 

SPONSORED BY

11 a.m. Saturday, November 5 behind the Firehouse
$300 Grand Prize

Professionals: Separate Divisions for Men & Women
Vriginia Residents only for the Professional Competiton (ID required)

$100 for 1st Place • $50 for 2nd Place • $25 for 3rd Place
Amateur: Plaque awarded for 1st place 

2nd and 3rd places will receive official Oyster Festival t-shirts
Sign up behind the Firehouse Saturday morning at 10 a.m.

The Virginia Oyster 
Shucking Contest, sponsored 
by Rappahannock Oyster 
Company, will start at 11 a.m. 
on Saturday, Nov. 6, behind 
the Middlesex Volunteer 
Fire Department station (the 
Urbanna firehouse) at 335 
Virginia St.

Since Urbanna is the home 
of Virginia’s “official” Oyster 
Festival, it is only appropriate 
that some of the best oyster 
shuckers in the world practice 
their trade near the town. The 
top professional shucker in 
the contest wins $300. The 
first place prize in each of the 
men’s and women’s divisions 
is $100; second, $50; and 
third, $25.

The winner is declared 
state champion and advances 
to compete in the National 
Oyster Shucking Contest in 
St. Mary’s County, Md., in 
October 2023. The National 
Champion then travels to 
Galway, Ireland to participate 
in the World Championship. 
Middlesex County’s Deborah 
Pratt has made several trips 
to Galway, Ireland to defend 

her championship. Although 
the emphasis is on speed, 
other factors on which the 
contestants are judged 
include the amount of shell 
fragments, clean separation 
of the oyster from the shell 
and damage to the meat of 
the oyster.

There will be an amateur 
shucking competition with a 
plaque for the winner, and an 
official Oyster Festival poster 
for second and third place 
finishers. Registration begins 
at 10 a.m. behind the firehouse.

Last year’s Oyster Shucking 
Contest winners include:

• Overall first place — 
Isabella McBeth, Virginia 
Beach, two minutes, 46 
seconds.

• Overall runner-up — 
Ian Johnson, Norfolk, two 
minutes, 50 seconds.

• Professional Division 
Men first place — Ian 

Johnson, Norfolk, two 
minutes, 39 seconds.

• Professional Division 
Men runner-up — Davilla 
Redmond, Topping, three 
minutes, 42 seconds.

• Professional Division 
Men third place — Sam 
Davis, Urbanna, four minutes, 
21 seconds.

• Professional Division 
Women first place — Isabella 
MacBeth, Virginia Beach, 
three minutes, 14 seconds.

• Professional Division 
Women runner-up — Deborah 
Pratt, Jamaica, three minutes, 
36 seconds.

• Professional Division 
Women third place — 
Hannah Bush, Manassas, 
three minutes, 45 seconds.

• Amateur Division first 
place — Brooklynn Paul, 
Delaplane, two minutes, 10 
seconds.

• Amateur Division runner-
up — Kasay Smith, Deltaville, 
two minutes, 13 seconds.

• Amateur Division third 
place — David Jackson, 
Urbanna, two minutes, 35 
seconds.

Competing in the 2021 professional women’s division during the Oyster Shucking Contest 
are, from left, Deborah Pratt of Jamaica, Isabella “Gator” MacBeth of Virginia Beach, 
Hannah Bush of Manassas and Brooklynn Paul of Delaplane. MacBeth won and also won 
the overall title. Pratt was the runner-up. The event is set for Saturday, Nov. 5 behind the 
Urbanna firehouse. There will be professional and amateur divisions. Registration begins 
at 10 a.m. behind the firehouse and the main competition starts at 11 a.m. 
                                                                                            (Photo by Don Richeson)
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24th Annual Boot Sale:
Saturday, Nov. 12 th

One day only!
Extended store hours 9am - 4pm

Storewide savings 10-50% Off
Best prices of the year!

T-TOWN TACK
WORK AND WESTERN WEAR

T-Town Tack’s Famous BRUNSWICK 
STEW samples to try and quarts for 

sale to take home!
1309 Tappahannock Blvd. • 804-443-4614

Pre-Sidewalk Sale
Starts

Friday, Nov. 11th

10am - 6pm

Celebrating our

Urbanna, Va.
(804) 758-1099 or (800) 718-5737

www.eastcoastboatlifts.com

Boat Lift Features

•  Aluminum or Galvanized 
Steel Construction

• Stainless Steel Cables
• GFCI Protected Motors
• Enclosed Covers
• Optional Remote Controls

Boat Lift Types

• Aluminum Overhead Beam
• Galvanized Overhead Beam
• Low Profile
•  Jet Ski Lifts (standard & rotation)
• Overhead Beam
• Boathouse
•  Boat Lift Replacement Parts 

(motors, switches, cable, beams, etc.)

Can we offer you a lift?

Middlesex Lions Club member Michael Pullman of Wake fries up hundreds of 
delicious oyster fritters in the club’s tent on Virginia Street during the 2021 Urbanna 
Oyster Festival.                                     (Photo by Don Richeson)

More than 100 vendors will be open for business when the 
2022 Urbanna Oyster Festival begins at 10 a.m. on Friday and 
goes until midnight with the dance at the Urbanna firehouse, 
and on Saturday the festival runs from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Bring 
your appetite. An array of foods will be available from more 
than 30 food vendors. The honored oyster is always featured in 
a variety of presentations — raw, roasted, fried, steamed and 
stewed. The famous Middlesex Lions Club oyster fritters are 
expected to return this year at its same location on Virginia 
Street at Rappahannock Avenue.

In addition, visitors can enjoy crab soup, crab bisque, 
seafood chowder, clams, crab cakes, shrimp, fish, corn dogs, 
sausages, hamburgers, hot dogs, turkey legs, roast beef, funnel 
cakes, kettle corn, roasted nuts, ice cream, cotton candy, snow 
cones, candy apples and many other goodies.

In addition to great food and desserts, visitors will delight 
in the variety of crafts available throughout town. Among the 
many offerings are stained glass, wood carvings, sculpture, 
pottery, dolls, brass, silver, leather goods and jewelry. Many 
craft vendors will be in Taber Park on Rappahannock Avenue 
at Festival Village.

Satisfy hardiest
appetites -- food 
choices abound
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Meet the festival grand marshal

Welcome to the 65th 
Urbanna Oyster Festival!

We are a proud sponsor of the 
2013 Little Miss Spat Competition2013 Little Miss Spat Competition

Your Local Carrier Expert

Ryman’s Inc.
Air Conditioning & Heating

804-758-2978
Urbanna, VA

Family owned and operated since 1968

Air Conditioning & Heating

Welcome to the 56th 
Urbanna Oyster Festival!

www.rymansac.com
• Based on total energy costs calculated using ARI Standards 210/240-94

the DOE test procedures (10 CFR, Part 430 Subpt. B. Apps. M and N) and the
FTC rep. unit energy costs: $.088/kWh and $0.91/therm (16 CFR $305.9).

Your Local Carrier Expert

RYMAN’S
Air Conditioning & Heating

804-758-2978
Urbanna, VA

Family owned and operated since 1968

YOUR LOCAL CARRIER EXPERT

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING
Urbanna, VA

804-758-2978
CELEBRATING 54 YEARS!

We are Proud to be 
Sponsors of the 
Queen Scholarship 
Competition!

by Larry Chowning

Former Urbanna Oyster 
Festival Foundation (UOFF) 
board member Kathy Vesley-
Massey has been named grand 
marshal of the 65th Urbanna 
Oyster Festival that is planned 
for Friday and Saturday, Nov. 4 
and 5.

“Kathy has been a longtime 
supporter of the festival,” 
said Pam Simon, event 
administrator for UOFF. “She 
was on our board of directors 
from 2002-2004, was chairman 
of the souvenir and shuttle 
committee for many years and 

has judged both the Little Miss 
Spat and Queen competitions 
for us.”

“She has a long, positive 
history with the festival and 
we wanted to acknowledge 
her longstanding work,” said 
Simon. “We are honored 
to have Kathy as our grand 
marshal for the 65th festival.”

Vesley-Massey moved to 
Urbanna in 1998, leaving 
Richmond where she was 
deputy commissioner of Aging 
for the State of Virginia. “I had 
a great job and a great future 
in Richmond, but I also had a 
9-year-old son who I wanted 
to grow up in an environment 
much the way I had grown          

up — without fearing for his 
life. We lived in a good part of 
town, but we were still warned 
that our children should not 
play in our front yards.”

“I decided I was going to 
look for a new home where 
things were safer and when 
I crossed Urbanna bridge 
(Beryl Newman Memorial 
Bridge) and looked over to 
the Rappahannock River at 
that view and drove through 
town where there was not one 
stoplight I knew Urbanna was 
the place,” she said.

Vesley-Massey took a 
job with Bay Aging making 
$20,000 less than she was 
making in Richmond. “It was 

a sacrifice to come here, but 
it has been well worth it,” she 
said. 

She is now CEO of Bay 
Aging in Urbanna and head of 
the $36.65 million nonprofit 
agency that works to bring 
quality of life to seniors in the 
Middle Peninsula, Northern 
Neck and beyond. “When I 
arrived here in 1998 Bay Aging 
worked from a $2 million 
budget,” she said.

Vesley-Massey purchased a 
home in Urbanna next door to 
the late Liz Newbill. “Liz was 
a great neighbor and she filled 
me in on the importance of the 
oyster festival to this region,” 
she said.

Kathy Vesley-Massey has been named grand marshal of the 65th Urbanna Oyster Festival.
                                                                                                   (Photo by Larry Chowning)

Bring a foursome and pay for 3 golfers
Valid Monday through Thursday

Call to book your tee time today!   804-776-6516
6109 Stormont Road, Hartfield, VA 23071    •    www.prgcgolf.com

Valid thorugh 4/30/2023. Green and Cart fees included. Not combinable with other offers. Excludes Holidays.
Coupon must be present at the time of purchase.

Vesley-Massey
to act as festival
grand marshal
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NNW AUTO SUPPLY
Come by & see us at our 

New Location
1707 Tappahannock Blvd.

 (Next to our old location)                        
Tappahannock, VA 22560

804-443-1550
Hours: M-F 7:30am-5:30pm
            Sat. 8:00am-1:00pm

We stock a full line of auto parts, 
batteries and trailer repair parts.

We make hydraulic hoses  
and battery cables.

Serving the Northern Neck 
and Middle Peninsula 

Since 1980

25 Cross Street
Urbanna, VA 23175

804-695-6240

Casual Dining on the 
Waterfront

Join us for live 
music Friday 
& Saturday, 

November 1 & 2

No cover charge

Welcome to the Urbanna Oyster Festival!
Live Music!   No Cover!

Friday, Nov. 4
HENDRIX FOREVER 6PM–9PM

Saturday, Nov. 5
GRAYSON TORRANCE 11AM–2PM

JP EXPERIENCE 3PM–6PM

Urbanna Oyster Festival 
posters on sale at info RV

This year’s official Urbanna Oyster Festival poster features the 
Charlotte Catherine, a Chesapeake Bay deadrise used to harvest 
oysters in the Rappahannock River by Lee Walton and Thomas 
Lee Walton, the father and grandfather of the poster photographer, 
Ashley Walton. It is named after Ashley’s great-grandmother, who 
was better known as “Nano.” Nano and her sister, Beatrice Taylor, 
ran Payne’s Crabhouse, for many years located at the bottom of the 
hill on Virginia Street. 

The poster can be purchased for $20 at the Oyster Festival 
information center RV that will be on the corner of Virginia Street 
and Rappahannock Avenue. It can also be purchased by calling the 
festival office at 804-758-2122. 

Other official Oyster Festival souvenirs will be for sale under the 
tent near Primis Bank on Friday and Saturday. Free Oyster Festival 
programs will be distributed at parking areas and the info center.

The 2022 official Urbanna Oyster Festival poster is on sale at the festival’s information RV.

Knowledgeable and professional representation as YOUR broker.
CHOOSING THE RIGHT BROKER DOES MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

CARL HAWKINS - Power & Sail Broker
804-387-5786  •  CLEAN, QUALITY LISTINGS NEEDED

chawkins36@verizon.net  •  www.hawkinsboatbrokerage.com

HAWKINS BOAT BROKERAGE
D E L T A V I L L E ,  V A

Buying or Selling a Boat?
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2022 Urbanna Oyster Festival Entertainment Schedule
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 4

Festival Village 10 a.m.- 1 p.m. Morgan Stewart & DJ Hammer (R&B and Soul)
Festival Village 1-4:30 p.m.             Sweet Justice Band (Classic Rock)
Firehouse 4 p.m. Queen & Spat Crowning
                                                          8 p.m.-midnight   Exit 38 (Rock, Southern Rock, Motown, R&B)
Waterfront 10-11 a.m. Rappahannock Crossing (Bluegrass)
  Noon-1 p.m. Rappahannock Crossing (Bluegrass)
  2-3 p.m. Rappahannock Crossing (Bluegrass)
Wine Area 11 a.m.-noon Warren Ahrens, Betsy Green-Shafer (Americana, Oldies)
  1-2 p.m. Warren Ahrens, Betsy Green-Shafer (Americana, Oldies)
                                                          3-4 p.m. Warren Ahrens, Betsy Green-Shafer (Americana, Oldies)
Scottish Factor Store 10-11 a.m. Robert Keyes (Multi-faceted finger-style guitar)
  noon-1 p.m. Robert Keyes (Multi-faceted finger-style guitar)
                                                          2-3 p.m. Robert Keyes (Multi-faceted finger-style guitar)
Children’s Area 10 a.m.-noon        Jonathan Austin (juggling, magic)
                                                          1-4 p.m.                 Jonathan Austin (juggling, magic)
Fireman’s Parade 7-8 p.m.        
       

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5

Festival Village 10 a.m.-noon Rip Tide Band (Southern/Classic Rock)
  1-5 p.m. Rip Tide Band (Southern/Classic Rock)
Waterfront 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Chris & Jane (Americana)
  3-5 p.m. Chris & Jane (Americana)
Wine Area 11 a.m.-noon Warren Ahrens, Betsy Green-Shafer (Americana, Oldies)
  1-2 p.m. Warren Ahrens, Betsy Green-Shafer (Americana, Oldies)
  3-4:30 p.m. Warren Ahrens, Betsy Green-Shafer (Americana, Oldies)
Scottish Factor Store 9-10 a.m. Robert Keyes (Multi-faceted finger-style guitar)
                                                              11 a.m.-noon Robert Keyes (Multi-faceted finger-style guitar)
                                                               1-2 p.m. Robert Keyes (Multi-faceted finger-style guitar)
                                                               3-4 p.m. Robert Keyes (Multi-faceted finger-style guitar)
Parade                                                 2-3 p.m. 

Sweet Justice Rappahannock Crossing Morgan StewartDJ Hammer
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by Larry Chowning

The Urbanna Oyster 
Festival Foundation (UOFF) 
has named brothers and 
fourth generation Urbanna 
commercial watermen Thomas 
Lee, Tony and Ricky Walton 
and Thomas Lee’s son, Lee, 
a fifth generation waterman, 
as captains of the 65th annual 
Urbanna Oyster Festival.

After the August storm of 
1933, the Waltons’ grandfather 
and great-grandfather, Avery 
Payne, moved from Tangier 
Island with his family to the 
Town of Urbanna. He worked 
the water and operated Payne’s 
Crab House until his death 
in 1977. After his death, the 
brothers’ mother Catherine 
Via and aunt Beatrice (Payne) 
Taylor operated the crab house 
at the end of Virginia Street 
until it closed a few years ago.

As boys, Thomas Lee, Tony 
and Ricky worked with their 
grandfather and mother at the 
crab house and from them they 
learned the ways of the water 
and the seafood business. 

Thomas Lee founded 
Walton Seafood and Tony 
started Tony Walton’s Seafood, 
both located just outside of 
Urbanna on Old Virginia Street 
Road. Ricky is an independent 

commercial waterman who 
oysters and crabs and Lee 
runs Walton Seafood with his 
father, Thomas Lee.

Heritage
When Avery Payne moved 

to Urbanna in 1933, his 
guardian and adopted father 
Henry Dize had already left 
Tangier and had established 
a home on Howard Street in 
town. Anecdotal town history 

has Dize as the first Urbanna 
waterman to harvest hard 
crabs using a crab pot. Trotline 
was the main gear form used 
here to harvest crabs until 
1937 when Dize, who had seen 
the pots elsewhere, made some 
that were laced together with 
cotton twine and wire — no 

hog rings as they use today.
In a 1987 interview with 

Dize’s grandson, the late Ed 
Payne, said that Henry, who 
lived on Perkins Creek, would 
get up early and scull over to 
Buster Ferguson’s Seafood 
dock (on LaGrange Creek) 
and buy a box of fish for a 

dollar (for bait). “A box held 
a hundred pounds in it then. 
After he got his bait, he’d pole 
out into the river where he had 
36 pots tied to wooden stakes. 
Granddaddy would come to a 
stake, tie his boat to it, pull her 
up, and empty her. He’d take 
his time. It wasn’t like we are 
today — going as hard as we 
can to catch as many crabs as 
we can,” said Ed.

“While Granddaddy 
was potting, Grandma each 
morning would run a little 
trotline in the creek to help 
out and they would ship 
their catch to Baltimore. A 
seafood truck would come to 
Urbanna each day to pick up 
crabs. In the early spring, they 
would get $7.50 a bushel for 
jimmies (large male crabs). 
That was good money back 
then. During the summertime, 
the price would get as low as 
$3 a bushel, and sometimes, 
they didn’t get enough to pay 
freight. Times were tight, but 
we kids didn’t know it. We 
were all happy-go-lucky and 
thought everything that shined 
was gold,” said Ed.

Meet the Oyster Festival captains

(See Captains, Page 17)

Hartfield 
804-776-7777

Mathews 
804-725-7647
Port Haywood 
804-725-7156

 

Visit us online!
mandm.doitbest.com

facebook.com/
mandmbuildingsupply

The Urbanna Oyster Festival Foundation has selected four local watermen as captains of the 65th annual festival. They are all 
sons and a grandson of Catherine (Payne) Via, who along with her sister Beatrice (Payne) Taylor, operated the iconic Payne’s Crab 
House that was located at the end of Virginia Street until it closed a few years ago. Pictured above are, from left, festival captains 
Ricky and Thomas Lee Walton, the late Catherine Via and her son Donnie and festival captain Tony Walton.              (File photo)

Four Waltons
named captains
of 65th Urbanna
Oyster Festival

Father and son, Thomas Lee, right, and Lee Walton are being 
honored by the Urbanna Oyster Festival as oyster festival 
captains, along with two of Thomas Lee’s brothers, Ricky 
and Tony Walton.                      (Photo by Larry Chowning)
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When Oyster Festival is over, 
And the parties are all done,
Get ready for the holidays…
For cleaning – We’re the one!

Have a fun Oyster Festival!
�e special low moisture/quick dry extraction is a unique method  

that deep cleans your carpet, but leaves it damp instead of wet.

Carpet, Upholstery, Oriental & Area Rugs  •  Odor Elimination  •  Urine Treatment
Tile & Grout Cleaning  •  Water Damage Restoration  •  Pickup and Delivery

For 45 years, Esquire has serviced carpets and upholstery with state-of-the-art methods and a 100% Guarantee.

Hwy 17/360 • Tappahannock, Va.
Call 1-800-321-4751 or 443-4751

Take 15% OFF all services with this coupon!  
  

✃

Godspeed, other vessels on display
The Urbanna Oyster 

Festival waterfront at the 
Urbanna Town Marina will 
showcase the area’s varied 
history and emphasize the 
conservation and restoration 
of the Chesapeake Bay.

Since its days as a crucial 
colonial port, Urbanna’s 
waterfront has always been 
an essential part of town life. 
In its recent past, its docks 
were filled with Chesapeake 
Bay buyboats and deadrise 
workboats as watermen 
bought and sold oysters and 
crabs they had harvested.

During the festival, history 
comes alive at the waterfront. 
Festival-goers are welcome 
to board the square-rigged 
tall ship Godspeed, a replica 
of one of the three ships 
on the 1606-1607 voyage 
to the New World for the 
English Virginia Company 
of London. The journey 
resulted in the founding 
of Jamestown in the new 

Colony of Virginia. 
A replica of the 1700s 

tall sloop Luna will also be 
on display. The Colonial 
Seaport Foundation’s Jock 
Collamore will be on hand 
to talk about the full history 
of the Luna and answer 
questions about sailing in 
colonial times. A third vessel 
will be on display — the 
shallop Explorer, a replica of 
the ship John Smith used to 
explore the Chesapeake Bay 
in the early 1600s. Deltaville 
Maritime Museum (DMM) 
Special Events Coordinator 
Bill Powell will be on hand 
to talk and answer questions 
about DMM’s building of the 
Explorer.

Waterfront activities
The waterfront area 

of the festival provides 
opportunities for visitors to 
look at the beautiful Urbanna 
Town Marina and harbor, 
learn about the marine life of 

the Chesapeake Bay region, 
and listen to live music and 
enjoy refreshments. Come 
to the waterfront to climb 
aboard a historic boat, 
examine marine creatures in 
touch tanks, and taste some 
local seafood.

A variety of hands-on 
exhibits from the Yorktown 
Watermen’s Museum, 
the Fairf ield Foundation, 
Chesapeake Bay Governor’s 
School, Friends of 
the  Rappahannock, 
Christchurch School, and 
the Tidewater Soil and 
Water Conservation District 
will also be available.

A replica of the 1700s tall sloop Luna will also be on 
display.                                                        (Contributed)

During the festival, history awaits at the Urbanna waterfront 
— folks can board the square-rigged tall ship Godspeed, a 
replica of one of the three ships on the 1606-1607 voyage 
that resulted in the founding of Jamestown.      (Contributed)
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Parades to be featured Friday and Saturday

Mas n Realty, Inc.

Beautiful custom designed home on Urbanna Creek has 2 primary en suites. 
Open and airy. Attached garage. Long pier, boat lift, fire pit add amenities 
to this year around resort property. Lower level has a separate entrance or 
can be accessed from 1st floor. The water side has a Florida room, patio and 
a shaded porch for leisure. Within walking distance to Town of Urbanna. 
Adjacent lot available for purchase. $799,000

Zani Autry 804-512-8350
zani@masonrealty.com

www.masonrealty.com

The annual Fireman’s 
Parade is set for 7 p.m. Friday, 
Nov. 4, and the Urbanna 
Oyster Festival Parade is set 
for 2 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 5.

The Fireman’s Parade will 
wind its way through town, 
while the Oyster Festival 
Parade will bypass the main 
part of Virginia Street. Both 
parades will assemble on the 
west side of town.

The route of the Fireman’s 
Parade will be as follows: 
from the staging on the west 
side of town, east on Virginia 
Street, left on Grace Avenue, 
right on Bonner Street, left 
on Rappahannock Avenue, 
right on Marston Avenue, 
right on Cross Street, right on 
Virginia Street, and return to 
the staging area. The judges 
stand will be at the Urbanna 
Firehouse.

The Fireman’s Parade will 
feature 80 fire and rescue 
units, beauty queens and 
dignitaries. It is sponsored 
by the Middlesex Volunteer 
Fire Department (MVFD) of 
Urbanna.

The Fireman’s dance follows 
the parade on the firehouse 
grounds from 8 p.m.-midnight 
with the band “Exit 38,” 
which performs rock and roll, 
Southern rock and Motown 
tunes (beer garden gates open 
at noon on Friday). The dance 

is sponsored by Al Pugh 
Distributing with Budweiser, 
Bud Light, Michelob Ultra 
and Devils Backbone. 

Saturday’s Oyster Festival 
Parade will have more than 
50 units, leading off with our 
honorees and grand marshal 
and captains, queens and 
spats followed by the Aqua 
String Band – a member of 
the Philadelphia Mummers 
String Band. A special 
parade guest will be Harris 
Ferguson carrying Deborah 
Pratt and Davila Redmond in 
his homemade tricycle with 
bench seating. A special treat 
will be Step Up Into T.L.C. – 
traveling miles to bring smiles 
with their Clydesdale horse, 
pony and miniature horse. 
And, about five or six high 
school bands will be marching 
in the parade.

The route of the Oyster 
Festival Parade is as follows: 
from the staging area on the 
west side of town, east on 
Virginia Street, left on Grace 
Avenue, right on Bonner Street, 
left on Rappahannock Avenue, 
right on Marston Avenue, 
right on Cross Street, right on 
Prince George Street, left on 
Virginia Street, and return to 
the staging area. The judges 
stand will be at Virginia Street 
and Rappahannock Avenue, 
which is also the location of 

the festival headquarters for 
the weekend. Prime viewing is 
on Marston Avenue or Prince 
George Street.

Fireman’s Parade history
In 1939, Urbanna residents 

met to organize the first 
Volunteer Fire Company in 
Middlesex County. After 
its organization, the new 

department purchased its 
first piece of equipment, a 
500-gallon Ford pumper. The 
1940 Ford, still owned by the 
department today, was the 
first and only fire truck in 
Middlesex.

By 1986, the parade on 
Saturday had gotten so large 
that festival officials decided 
to have a “Firemen’s Parade” 

on Friday night. This exciting 
parade will feature more than 
80 units from all over the state 
including everything from 
giant ladder trucks to small 
brush trucks, ambulances and 
historic fire vehicles from the 
past. The men and women 
participating in this parade, 
unselfishly serve to protect 
property and save lives.

John Henry Tyler of Baton Rouge, La., left, and Henry Straub of Lexington wave to the 
Lower Middlesex County Volunteer Fire Department entry in  the 2021 Urbanna Oyster 
Festival’s annual Fireman’s Parade. This year the Fireman’s Parade is set for 7 p.m. Friday, 
Nov. 4.                                                                                                    (Contributed)
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Septic System in need of Maintenance?
Operator Agreement needed to comply with new  

Virginia Dept. of  Health Regulations?

Call For Quality Service

Church View Septic Service Inc.
Full Service Septic Business

804-758-5836 or 804-435-1066
www.churchviewseptic.com

Licensed Alternative Onsite Sewage System Operator & Installer
Locally Owned and Operated by Charles “Tom” Langford

Serving Middle Peninsula, Northern Neck and surrounding areas

Residential & Commercial Installation & Repairs • Septic Inspections 
Soil Studies & Design Guidance • Septic Tank Pumpouts 
AOSS Operator Agreements • High Pressure Jet Washing 

TV Sewer Camera • Rental Toilets • Land Clearing • Site Work • Rip Rap

Luxury Restroom Trailer
Planning your wedding or other special event?

This trailer brings the comforts of home
to your outdoor event.

Electric Flush Toilet/Urinal • Stereo 
Pedestal to Glamour Sinks • Fireplace/AC

(Continued from Page 14)Captains . . .
“The Walton and Payne 

family represents a long line 
of commercial watermen who 
have played a major role in 
the town’s oyster and seafood 
heritage,” said Pam Simon of 
the UOF.

This is the second time 
that Thomas Lee Walton has 
been named captain of the 
festival. He was so honored 
in 1989, while his mother and 
aunt, Catherine and Beatrice, 
received the honor in 1993.

Wacky wheels pack parade
Shriners show off precision moves as they race their 
miniature NASCAR-inspired cars (above) in formation on 
Cross Street during the 2021 Oyster Festival Parade. A large 
contingent of Shrine Club hillbillies (below), complete with 
prop possums and moonshine jugs, adds a lighter touch to 
the 2021 parade. More than 50 entries are expected for 
this year’s parade, which is set for 2 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 5.        
                                            (Photos by Don Richeson)
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30+ Years of Serving at the Urbanna Oyster Festival
Raw/Roasted Oysters on the Half-Shell

Oyster Stew • Fried Oysters • Crab Cakes
Great music while you eat

Thank you for the many years you have supported Aylett Country Day 
School. Please come by again this year and enjoy some delicious local  

oysters and our “Festival Famous” Oyster Stew!

Magician and juggler Jonathan Austin “wows” the Taber 
Park crowd in 2021 with his high energy and mesmerizing 
acts in the children’s area of the Urbanna Oyster Festival.                               
                                                       (Photo by Tom Chillemi)

Wildlings Play Scapes will sponsor the children’s activity 
area in Festival Village, where children ages 4-10 will get 
creative. Hands-on crafts available for children include 
paper bag puppets, foam animal hats, sand art, necklaces, 
face painting and many zoo animal themed crafts. “The 
students are excited to be part of providing this high-quality 
children’s experience!” said a festival spokesperson.

Magician/juggler Jonathan Austin will wow the crowd 
with his high energy and mesmerizing acts in the children’s 
area on Friday from 10 a.m. to noon and again at 1 to 4 p.m. 
There will be carnival games provided by Adventure Family 
Amusements.

Make your way to this crafty area in Festival Village 
where it’s all about kids!

Children ages 4-10 will get creative. Hands-on crafts 
available for children include paper bag puppets, foam 
animal hats, sand art, necklaces, face painting and many zoo 
animal themed crafts. 

Child-friendly fun offered

The historic James Mills Scottish Factor Store (formerly called 
the Old Tobacco Warehouse), which houses the Urbanna Museum 
and Visitor’s Center on Virginia Street just up the hill from Urbanna 
Creek, will be open from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. both days of the Urbanna 
Oyster Festival. 

A museum exhibit, “Oyster is King,” traces the influence of the 
oyster industry on the area.

Also on display is the rare 1755 John Mitchell Map, one of the 
earliest maps of the original 13 colonies. It was used to negotiate 
the treaties between Britain and the United States that ended the 
Revolutionary War. The map was recently restored and fills an 
entire wall.

There will be a live and video presentation of the historic 
James Mills Scottish Factor Store and the Mitchell Map inside the 
museum.

The museum porch overlooks “Community Row,” sponsored 
by Primis Bank, which will be on Virginia Street between Cross 
Street and the waterfront. Community Row will feature crafts, 
demonstrations and exhibits from Middlesex artists and local 
nonprofit groups.

Museum items interesting

Festival attendees from near and far discover downtown Urbanna is the place to be.                                                                                
                                                                                          (Photo by Don Richeson)

Festive fun packs ‘em in, in Urbanna in 2021
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The loss of a pet is immeasurable.
But so is the love left behind.

937 General Puller Hwy.
Saluda, VA

804-758-2650

WELCOME TO THE 65th ANNUAL
URBANNA OYSTER FESTIVAL

YOUR LOCAL HOMETOWN REALTORS

Mike Jackson & Nancy Prince Jackson,
Michael Marketing Real Estate, Inc.

nancy@mmi-re.com • 804-758-3093

URBANNA OYSTER FESTIVAL

Again the Middlesex County Woman’s Club will raffle a 
beautiful quilt at the upcoming Urbanna Oyster Festival. 
Club members lovingly created the queen-size quilt by 
hand. Tickets are available from all members of the club 
or by calling club member Jean Kostesky at 804-758-8417. 
Tickets are only $1 a piece or $6 for five. “The price is very 
reasonable, the ladies haven’t raised the ticket price for years 
and years,” Kostesky said. The winning ticket will be drawn 
on Saturday of the festival. You need not be present to win.                 
(Contributed) 

Middlesex County  Woman’s Club
members craft quilt, raffling off
at festival for only $1 a ticket

The police headquarters will be at the intersection of Cross and 
Prince George streets in the parking lot behind Bay Design.

Emergency medical services will be covered by zones and sta-
tioned at the Urbanna firehouse on Virginia Street near Urbanna 
Market; Bonner Street and Rappahannock Avenue near Festival 
Village; and the intersection of Virginia and Cross streets.  

Lost and found will be at the Oyster Festival Information RV 
near Primis Bank.

For more information, call the Oyster Festival Foundation at 
804-758-2122 or visit urbannaoysterfestival.com. 

In case of an emergency
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Mermaid Home Organization 2021 Ad for Rivah – June, July, August, and Holiday issues

Mermaid Home Organization
Personalized organizing systems and solutions

Declutter & Organize

Downsize & Refresh

Pre-Pack & Stage

Unpack & Place

www.mermaidcs.com

(804) 758-5814

Follow us on 

Peaceful Spaces, Soulful Homes

Commented [KS1]:  Use you Facebook and 
Instagram icons, LinkedIn is a nice to have.

Mermaid Home Organization
Personalized organizing systems and solutions

Declutter & Organize  •  Downsize & Refresh
Pre-Pack & Stage  •  Unpack & Place

www.mermaidcs.com
(804) 758-5814

Follow us on    

Peaceful Spaces, Soulful Homes

A fully grown 
oyster can 
filter up to 

60 gallons of 
water per day!

Eric N. Miller D.D.S.

®

Now Accepting New Patients

Advanced General, Cosmetic and Implant Dentistry

1123 General Puller Highway • Saluda
www. ericmillerdds.com

804.758.1103

If you have a Rivah house
you need a Rivah Dentist!

Celebrating 25 years of service in Middlesex County

The Urbanna Oyster 
Festival is helped greatly 
by its sponsors, which 
include Cirrus Vodka,  
Dominion Energy, 
Gloucester Toyota, Green 
Top, Quarles/Superior 
Plus, Rappahannock 
River Oysters,  Raymond 
Moore Financial Services, 
Secure Testing Services, 
Virginia Lottery, Bethpage 
Camp Resort, C&F Bank, 
C. Ben Lennon DDS, 
Carroll Plumbing Heating, 
Faulkner Funeral Home, 
Grey’s Point Camp, J&W 
Seafood, Jason and Emilie 
Rowe, Price Properties, 
Primis Bank, River Wood 
Works, Riverside Walter 
Reed Hospital, Rosegill 
Development, Rymans 
Inc., Thurston Properties, 
Thurston Spring Services, 
Towne Insurance, Unique 
Golf Carts, Massey 
Urbanna Builders, River 
Birch Gifts,  AARD 
Screenprinting, Bobcat 
of Tidewater, Land and 
Coates and WY Daily VIP 
Winner.

Oyster Festival
sponsors named

Showing off their Urbanna pilsner glasses in the craft beer 
area are 2021 festival celebrants, front, from left, Francesca 
Sperberg of Lancaster, Rose Ribeiro of Richmond; and 
back, same order, Kirstie Milne of Richmond, Joy Laurence 
of Richmond, Kassi O’Brien of Richmond and Volunteer 
Jenny McMurtrie of Hartfield.      (Photo by Don Richeson)

Craft beer tasting
The Craft beer tasting event 

will be at the far end of Festival 
Village. Craft beers include:

• Bold Rock.
• New Realm.
• Port City.
• That Damn Mary.
• Devils Backbone.
• Hardywood.
• Dividing Creek.
The $15 admission includes 

a souvenir and four tastings. 
Brewery reps will be on hand 
to answer questions.

Wine & Oyster tasting
Returning this year is 

wine tasting featuring several 
Virginia wineries. The wine 
tasting area, courtesy of 
IsaBell K. Horsley Real Estate 
Ltd., will be on Virginia Street 
next to the Urbanna Post 

Office from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. on 
both days of the festival. There 
is a $20 admission fee.

“Boutique” oyster tasting 
from Rappahannock Oyster 
Company of Topping will 
bring the flavor of its oyster-
tasting room, Merroir, 
located at Locklies Marina, 
to the wine tasting. The taste 
of these aquaculture-raised 
specialty oysters varies from 
heavy salt, sweet, and mildly 
salty, depending on where 
they were raised. Their names 
give a clue to their flavor — 
Olde Salts, Rappahannock 
River Oysters, and Stingray 
Oysters. Chefs will prepare 
the oysters, pairing them with 
local wines from Mattaponi 
Winery, Williamsburg Winery, 
Saude Creek Vineyard and 
Zoll Vineyards.

Beer, wine tasting offered

The VIP Oyster Lovers 
Experience returns for its 
fifth year and has sold out 
for both days.

Included for VIPs are 
exclusive VIP tables and 
seating, support from a 
festival concierge to help 
navigate the event, private 
restroom facilities, bottled 
waters, discounts at local 
businesses from November 

2022 to April 2023, VIP 
seating at the Virginia 
Oyster Shucking Contest 
on Saturday, Nov. 5, a 2022 
Urbanna Oyster Festival 
commemorative poster, 
six wine tastings, six beer 
tastings, six oyster tastings, 

and a gift swag bag.
Plan ahead for 2023 

and f ind VIP ticket 
information online at 
urbannaoysterfestival.com. 
VIPs must be 21 years or 
older to purchase a ticket. An 
ID will be required.

VIPs Oyster Lovers Experience returns; sold out again

Antique auto show returns this year 
An old tradition — an 

antique auto show — returns 
again this year. Classic 
vehicles will be on display at 

the corner of Waverly Road 
and Virginia Street across 
from the Urbanna firehouse 
on Saturday, Nov. 5, from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. This will be a 
“people’s choice” voting event. 
The winners in each class 
will be featured in Saturday’s 
Oyster Festival Parade. The 
car show is sponsored by 
Gloucester Toyota.
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Hunter Douglas, Draperies, 
Furniture, Area Rugs,

Decorative Accessories and 
Consignments

Interior Design Consultations

Cindy Lloyd Design
804-761-3715

5011 Richmond Road • Warsaw, VA
featheryournestcindylloyddesign.com
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Pluck, Perseverance and Progress
Since 1896

Send photos with a caption about your Urbanna Oyster 
Festival experience.

We’re looking for photos of what you enjoyed. “Selfies” — 
with a festive background — art photos. 

Tell us:
• Where are you from?
• How many Urbanna Oyster Festivals have you attended?
• What are your favorite things at the festival?
• What happened that was unusual? 
• Anything you want to share.
Your story and photos could be part of a Southside Sentinel 

slide show or in the newspaper!
Please email to tchillemi@ssentinel.com by Tuesday, Nov. 8
Hold on to those memories.

Share your fun at the Oyster Festivall
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TOWN OF URBANNA

PUBLIC NOTICE
2022 OYSTER FESTIVAL

STREET AND PARKING RESTRICTIONS
The Virginia Department of Transportation has approved the following 2022 Urbanna Oyster Festival Street and Parking Restrictions pursuant to a Resolution of the
Urbanna Town Council:

Parking Restrictions

Parking restrictions will be in effect within the corporate limits of the Town of Urbanna between 2 a.m., Friday, November 4, 2022 and 11 p.m., Saturday, November 5, 
2022 in order to ensure pedestrian safety, safe movement of police, fire and rescue vehicles as well as safe parade operations. Certain streets will be opened for parking 
earlier than 11 p.m. Saturday depending on the progress of cleanup crews. 

No Parking areas will be designated as Tow Away Zones and towing will be at the owner’s expense. The no parking-tow away zones for both sides of the streets 
in Urbanna include:

Urbanna Road from the bridge to the Watling St intersection. Watling St from its intersection with Urbanna Rd at the traffic triangle to Cross St. Cross St from its intersec-
tion with Watling St all the way past Marston Ave intersection. Prince George St from Cross St to Virginia St. Virginia St east from Waverly Rd to Oyster Rd.  Marston 
Ave from Cross St to Rappahannock Ave. Rappahannock Ave south from the Marston Ave intersection to Virginia St. Marston Ave east from Cross St to first house on 
each side of street. Bonner St west from Rappahannock Ave to Linden Ave. Grace Avenue from Bonner St to Virginia St. Park St from Rappahannock Ave to Linden Ave. 
Upton Lane by the Post Office, Hilliard St, Rappahannock Ave, Cross St, Oyster Rd, Prince George St and Kent St in their entirety. 

Parade Routes and Times 

The Friday, November 4, 2022, Fireman’s Parade will begin at 7 p.m. and commence east on Virginia Street from the area of the Urbanna Professional Center, left on 
Grace Street, right on Bonner Street, left on Rappahannock Avenue, right on Marston Avenue, right on Cross Street, right on Virginia Street to a disband area where the 
parade began. The Saturday, November 5, 2022, Oyster Festival Parade will begin at 2 p.m. and will commence east from the staging and formation area at the Waverly 
Commons Office Building on Virginia Street, left on Grace Street, right on Bonner Street, left on Rappahannock Avenue, right on Marston Avenue, right on Cross Street, 
right on Prince George Street, left on Virginia Street to the disband area where the parade began.

Urbanna Street Restrictions

Other Restrictions: On Friday, November 4, and Saturday, November 5, 2022, law enforcement authorities may close selected streets to routine traffic as crowd and public 
safety actions dictate.

Town Entrance Restrictions

Friday, November 4, 2022, vehicular traffic entering or leaving the Town will be prohibited beginning at 5 p.m. on the west side (Route 602) in the vicinity of Lord Mott 
Road and beginning at 6 p.m. on the east side (Route 227) in the vicinity of Rosegill for the Fireman’s Parade. These Routes will be closed to all traffic attempting to 
enter the Town of Urbanna except to facilitate the movement of police and emergency vehicles. The Town of Urbanna will remain closed until 9 p.m. or later depending 
on pedestrian traffic.

Saturday, November 5, 2022, 9 a.m. or earlier if deemed necessary by law enforcement authorities, State Route 227 (Urbanna Road) will be closed in the vicinity of the 
Molly’s Way, and State Route 602 (Virginia Street) will be closed in the vicinity of Red Hill Drive. These Routes will be closed to all traffic attempting to enter the Town of 
Urbanna except to facilitate the movement of police and emergency vehicles. The Town of Urbanna will remain closed until 8 p.m. or later depending on pedestrian traffic.
At any time, law enforcement authorities may temporarily close the Town to routine traffic as crowd and public safety actions dictate. 

Golf Carts are not allowed in the Festival Area.
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Gifts for children & pets who stop in!

  

 

Cut this coupon for 10 percent off any 
purchase during Oyster Festival 2022

Carefully curated moments of

 beauty, love & delight to add to your

 home, wardrobe & life

GRAND OPENING!
Urbanna’s newest home décor & gift store

at the chesapeake inn 


